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TO THE RICHT HONORABLE, 
| Robert , Lord Rich, thegratious accompliſh- 

| rent of the promiſes, Ph of thus life. prev 

| ſent, andefthatwhichis to come. 


1 4y it plesſe your Lordſhip to vouckſaſe your 
Hononr able name 1s bee prefixed to theſe 
Sermons. - two /ormer, 
declare the power andeſficacie of theWord 
| preached, how it wor keth the ſundring of 
{> SYED \1pocrites from ſound proſeſſors, and ma. 
keth way for ann eparation which tteShepheard and «Peas, 
Biſhop of our will ſhertly make betwixt the belee- a 
| #ing Shee nd the unbeenin Goares, Thetbreelat. ,,"* 
ter, Ry forth the mate "amnaluakle worth of that grace 
which s rendered vs inthe Goſped, how by the le) of God. is 
entertain:d , and with what 4 holy cave they labour to cheriſh 
andincreaſe t in themſelues, thas ſo they may walke worthie cq,.0 
of the Lord, and pleaſe himin all things , becing fruit- 


tull in good workes, 
Thc matter of the two Texts @ excellent : If the workman- 


ſhip were ſutable, 1 might boldly ſay, that it were no d;ſparage- 


ment toyour Honoxr,10 af) 2 onr Patronage), But now, 
4s the defeits of my after the plaineHt fa” 
ſbion to our Comntrey- —_ have neede to bee conered and 


graced by ONEINEEINTID i of ſome gore” | 


, i AAS tobe 
commaunded,' 


THE DISCOVE- 


RIE OF HYPOCRISIE. 


Matth.3.10. 


Now is the axe laide to the roote of the trees: Enery tree, which brin- 
geth not forth good fruit,us hewen downe and caſt into the fire, 


Thefirſt Sermon. 


$. His Verſe is a part of the Sermon, which The occa- 
lobu Baptift the Forerunner, and (as I may for of the 

ſo call him) the harbinger of our Sauiour words. 

&] Chriſt,madeinthe Wilderneſle at the time 

» #1 of his firſt preaching, It was direRted prin- 

| Fe 49) cipally tothe Sadduces and Phariſes, who 

| Rs being tranſportcd, rather-with emulation 

and malice,then ſtirred vp by any truth of zeale,went outwich 

others to be partakers of /obws Minifleric. Now the Spirit of 

Godreucaling vnto /ohwtheir greathypocrilicginthatthey acy 

cuſtored themſclues to an outward (hew of religion without 

ſinceritic, he takes-them ypvery rovghly. and very roundly, 

callcth them a generation ofipers,Atirreth them vp very - 

fullyto -laboureth to oucrthrowthcir preſuming 

the outward \pfiuiledge of being Abrabams lecd, as 

h God were therefore d tothem z andnowin this + 

verſc threatneth them with crernall condemnation, without = 

| res emo This is the occaſion and generall drift of 


To make way tothe profitable handling of it,itſhall be ve- The 
ry good, to Examine in particular, the ſenſcand pupingofoing 
A " 


; 


thewords, Know this therefore: It pleaſeth God in the Scrip- 
lok.c ud ture,to take vnto himſcife the name and title of an Hu:bard- 
mes,  inreſpeRtthat he isthe firſt planter, and the continuall 
dreiſer and manurer of his Church,which Church alſo is ſome- 
gr, timecalleda Vinejard,lometimes Geds Husbandrie: And here in 
_ this place,the people living in the Church of God,and profel- 
fingreligion, arc called Trees, ſuchof whom much good and 
wholeſome fruit is cxpeRed. By the Axe, is vnderſtood the 
rfull miniſterie of the word ; thereby the hearers arc cut 
as it were)to haſten cither their damnation,or their ſalvation. 
By the roote of the trees, arc meantthe ſoules and conſcicnces 
of men,to which the word is well applied: and the latter clauſe 
(therefore ewery tree which bringeth not forth good frunt, ts hewen 
downe and caft ito the fire) igurcth out vnto vs, the finall ſen- 
tence which ſhall patle vpon all thoſe, who vnder the prea- 
ching of the Goſpel ſhal remaine vntruitful. So that it is all one 
* 88if /obn had ſaid vnto the Phariſcs ; Howlocucr you hauc tor- 
merly preſumed vpon Gods patience, & hauc promiſed peace 
vnto' your ſclucs, yetnowit is time to looke vnto itwith grea- 
ter care, for the Lord will be dallied with no longer ; he now 
beginnethtotake ſuch a courſe amisg you by the miniſtery of 
the Golſpel,that it ſhall ſoone appeare who be his: neither ſhall 
now your glorious ſhewes anaile you any more: for afrer this, 
all they thatremaine without fruits worthy amendmet of life, 
ſhalbe prepared & fitted by the power of the word, vnto cter - 
nall de ion. This is the meaning & trucſcnſc of chis verſe. 
Having found out the meaning, let vs come tothe cxami- 
nation ofthe parts of it, that ſo we may find wharthe intent of 
the ſpiric of God is totcach vs in this place. Marke this there- 
fore, that as the mainething here meant, ische miniſteric of 
the word;ſo touching the miniſteric and teaching of 1c word, 
we hauc here ;.thingsto conſider: Firſt the nature of ir, irisan 
axe put to the rootr of trees, ſecondly,the vic of it, to ſhewe what 
The order Tees be vnfruitful,& tobewrb7 downexthirdly,the itſuc of thoſe 
of hand. 7401 which notwithſtiding the corinuall cxercile of che word, 
7 "Mt arc foſidvnfruitfull,chey ſbalbe caſt into the fire.Of thelc in order, 
Txt. And firftofthe nature ofthe word preachedyan axe pur ro the 
2  rontefirew, Firſt it is an ave, As in building theCarpencer iv a 
pts I FS Princi- 


- 
—_ — 


principa!l workemanz fo in the worke ofthe Carpenter,the ax: 
is a principal inſtrument: it ſcrues avin a generalitie to cutand @, 

| arc, ſo in particular to frame and to faſhion cucry peecevnto 

his prop-r place. The Church of God is Gods 4»s/ding, it is 1. Cor. 3.9. 

Þ built vpon the foundation of the Apoſtles and m__ leſs Chriſp <PN<.2. 20. 

Þ him(elfe being the chiefe corner ſtone. The minilteric of the word 

is (as it wrre) the 4xrtr Gods hand, by which he gathereth ro- 

gether his Saints, and makes them to growe vp info an holy T eng- 

ple inthe Lord. Hence it followeth, that it is ofa ſharpeandeur- v.23. 

ting nature, and thatit one wr by God for the framingand Te firft 

| falhioning of his pcople,to become rue parts and members of dotirane. 

his Church. That it is of a ſharpeand cutting nature, is tmaniſe(- 

ted both by (criptureagd by experience.For Scripture;therein 

it is called the Swrdof the Spirit : it is faid to be mughtte in ope- Ephe 6.17, 

ration and ſharper then any two edged ſword. And as for experience, eb.4.12. 

the furic and rage of cuill men againſt it, is ateſtimonic forie, 

that it cuts. In the Rexc ation, mention is made of certaine Prea- © hip-1 1. 

chers,which the Lord did promiſe toraife vp, cuen in the mid- 

| deſt ofthe kingdome of Antichri(t. After, it is ſaid,that by the 

crueltic of the tics they ſhould be (laine, and that the peopie © 

thouldreioyce at their deat, and in token of gladnetlc,ſhould+ © 

ſend gifts one toagother : For (faith the Text, giuing a reafon 

of it) thoſe Prophets vexed them that dwelt on the earth 1 the 

word that was preached by them, picrced themto the quicke, 

galled them and tormented them exceedingly. Andfuwe fee 

cuery day how men ofcorrupt mindes,repine & kicke again(t 

the truth: there is nothing that troubleth chem more cthenthe 

hearing of it, nothing that they doe more defire to be freed 

from the ordinarie vſe of it. It cutteth the Sabboth brea- 

ker, to heare his neneſle ſtill cryed out vpon : It cuts: 

the adulterer 1© his vitiouſnes continually found fault 

with. Itcuts the drunkard,to heare hisexccilc fooften rhreat- 

ned. Tt cuts theriotor and voluptuous liver , that his courſe 

ſhould cucr and- anon be ſo egerly reproued. Andfointheo- 

of Goddoth fo meete with them {as it were )ateuerpramenand ' 

it canſeth many to come to heare it no more then they needs 
nuſt z becauſe though they ſera face vport it and would make 


Ce them- 
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 ticandſway ofthcirownehearts,and for the 


the word is a (harpe axe, which hath abytingedge, and cuitcth 
and picrceth where it gocth, | 
Thevſcof itin a word, is, tojuſtific and eo maintaine tothe 
faces of all gaineſayers, - that that very word which they heare 
daily,and which they would faine make themſclucs and others 
belceuc, (is butan idle word) is indeed and in truth the veric 
word of God.For [ doc but demaund of thy conſcience,which 
doc{t moſt withſtand,. or which are the greateſt contemner, 
whethertothy fecling it hath nota ſharpe cdge, whether thou 
doe(t notperceiucitto be ſtill chopping, to top off ſome one 
corruption or other that isin thee 2? doth ir not many times 
_ * ec vg that thou ; er Her it were by the 
lally entended cothy doth it not inward- 
trouble-and diſquict thee, and «aw akinde of chafing and 
inthee?ls it not ill Qriking and picrcing, till 


thy bolome thou knewelt not how 2 Why wiltthou then (ay, 
this is notthe Lords, it isnone of his word, when as it hath c- 
ucnin thine owne apprehenſion, that cutting nature, which 
nothing can hauc, = and picrcing yoyce of Gol. 
Therefore let men take heed how they traduce or condemne 
that, for which chey haue a ſtrong witneile in their owne 
hearts,that it is Gods word. lf it were deviſed by the wit of man, 
it would be plcaling tothe nature of man, it would (ute with 
the rcaſon and dilpolition of man, and it would fiade a gene- 
rall approbation among men: but now,ſeeing men themiclucs 
doc = ana 2g | geed ts A Jae 
ring ing of mcns I ſes, and cutting 
ROI ala" ot namely the liber- 
ingto it ſclfc many cnemics,how canit be a humane 
deviſe? How mult it not needes bethelacred word of the molt 


come tothe very quicke,as if it Mecca thing which creptinto- 


hightThercis the vie. [8p 


= © A 4 8 F 
An otherthingin the «xe, is as I haue ſaide)thatasit cuts, ſo ,, . 
it framethand faſhioneth the hearers to a place in the ſpiritu- Do: 
all of Gods Church. By nature we are no part of Gods Church, © 
weare ſtrangers from God, and enemies vnto him,we haue no 
=" in vsynto any good,we arc eUEreprobare(as the ſcripture 
peaketh)wnts exery good worke, And as a crooked and knobby 
tree mult firſt be hewed and {quared,and cut againe & againe, 
before it can ſortwiththereſt of the building ; ſo muſt wee al- 
ſo , bee cuen caſt as it were in a newe moulde, and transformed 
intoa neweſhape,before we can haue a place in Gods ſpirituall 
houſe y there is a great deale of crookedneſle and corruption 
, muſt bee pared from vs,wee muſt patle vnder the workemans 
| toole , before wee can bee an habitation of God by bus Fpirit, Now 
the meanes to frame vs to become fit forthe Lords buildin 
is the publike miniſterie of his word z by it the Lord doe 
| loppe off the ſuperfluitic of our owne corruption,thereby hee 
doethſinoothevs,and make vs plainc,andcompat and ioyne 
vs in,as it were,by certaine morteſſes & ioynts, with thereſt of 
: that holy frame,that being once faſt coupled vntoit,hee may # 
preſerue vs cuer vnto himſelfe. To make this good,wee ma 
conlider of the ſaying of the Apoſtle, Hee hath ginen gift-(la br et | 
þ he)wnro men, and ordained ſome to bee pattors, & [ome preachers for 
the works of the miniftery, & for the edification( or building vp of the 
body of Chriſt.Therefore we find in Scripture,that as the church 
of God was neuer deſtitute of this workmanſhip : ſo likewiſe 
thoſe, whom his pleaſure was to bring into the. ſocietie of his 
| choſen,they were framed thereby, and firſt felt the power and 
edge of the word, before they were lincked togither with Gods 
people. That glorious Temple at /er/alem, firlt builded by Sa- 
lomon,was nothingelſe but a type and figure of Gods Church, 
which thogh it make no ſheweto the eye(being as the Plalme = 
ſpeaketh,al glorious within)yet(as the Prophet Haggay foretold) pil, 4g.r4- 
it farreexceedes the gloric of that building. Now as the whole Hag-2.re. 
Malle it ſclfe was a repreſentationof the Church, fo what was +. 
meant by that multitude of workemen which Sae/oxven had in 
themountaines,as foure-ſcore thouſand Maſons and Carpen - 
ters, which hewed timber and ſtones forthe building ; but that 


plentie of ſpiritual labourers, whom God hathand doth,andto 


T TY 


the worlds end willemploy inthe erecting of his Church. $o 
that as th&,no ſtone,or pecce of wood was put intothat ſtately 
houſe,which was not firſt ſquared & hewed by the workmen in 
the mountaine : ſo neither ſhall anic(1 ſpeake of an ordinaric 
courſc)be placed in the [pirituall Templezwhich is Chriſts bo- 
dic, who hath not by the axe of the word, becne firſt framed 
and faſhioned therevnto. 
The vic heercof,isto ict all deſpiſers ſee the danger of con- 
The vfe. tempt,& what enemics they arc totheir owne good,which arc 
enemics tothe preaching& applying of Gods word. For this is 
a ſurc thing(cxcept thoucanlt ſhew me ſome Charter of priui- 
kdgeby which thou art cxeptcd)that if thou beeſt not wroghe 
ypon,and(as it were)hewed & ſquared by the miniſtery of the 
word; thouciſt not haucany place inGods church, Well thou 
majc{t be an hypocriticall member of a viſible church here on 
carth,in which there arc(as in a net)froggs,as well as good fiſh: 
but that thou ſhould(tbea part of that heaucnly and (pirituall 
houſc,wherof Chriſt Icſusis head,is a thing vtterly impoſſible. 
.. Thouthy felfc,if thou buildean houle,though it bee never ſo 
"» wilt not puta ſtone into it as it comesfrom the quarry, 
-** vneillthe Maſonstoole have fitted it for the place wherve muſt 
be;neither wilt thou ioyne ina peece of timber,as it commeth 
from the wood, but ſommwhat more or leile ſhalbe done vnto it: 
why ſhouldeſt thou thE think the Lord tobe more carcleiſe in 
the building and beautifyingof his Church,then thou art in kt- 
ting & framing a dwelling for thy ſclfe ? Wilt not thouſuffer a 
ragged and —— ſtone to be couched in thy wall,or a miſ- 
ſhapen & vnwroght pcece to be ioyned with thy building; and 
will he admitof an vntoward,crooked,& vntaught,& vnrefor- 
med heart, to be coupled into that exact,& curious, & vn{pot- 
ted building,which is his Church?Or if thou doſt think & con- 
» felle , that thou mult firſt be framed and wroughtancy forthe 
Lords work ;ſhew me, ifthoucanſt, any other inſtrument ap» 
| # pointed by God for that ende,then this axe ofthe publike mi- 
Ty ” nilterie ; Name mee any one that cucr was made a member of 
God honſe,that was found guilty of this contempt & baſe cti- 
mation of this meancs; which if thou can(tnot ſhew, (as ſure I 
am thou canſt not ) why wilt thou then ſtopthy cares, like the 
deafe adder; & caſtthewordof God behind thee, when neither 


' Math. 13.47 


. ; « 


thou canftſfay,that thou needſt no framing,neither ciſt proue 
that there is an other meancs by which the Lorde will faſhion 

thee ? Therefore | ſay vntothee , pleaſe not thy (elfe in thine 

own wilfull obſtinacie, or in the carclelle negleR of the Lords 

» workemanſhip: for this I will tell thee,and thou ſhalt be ſure to 
. finde it true,thatas thou,being a builder,when a ſtone breaks, 
or is vnfaſhionable,throweſt it from thee,to bee troden vnder- 

foote of men;zor if a tree which thou haſt broght intothy yard, 
andthy workman findeth itto be ſappy or hollow,or ſo full of 

knots that it wil not ſcruc for the purpoſe thou intendeſt,thou 
| leaveſt it to the fire to be burned: ſowhen the Lord hath tryed 


| thee againe and againc, withthe axe of his word , buttheſap of 
[ thy naturall corruption will not be cutout , the crookednes of 
thy froward heart,will not depart from theegbut thou cucn he- 
teſt to bereformed ;, ſurely then the Lord will caſt thee off, and 
| leaue thee vntothat vnquenchable fire, of which we ſhal haue 
occaſion to ſpeake more hereafter, And ſo much that the mi- 
niſtery of theword is compared to an axe, 
It followeth,an Axe pat to the rootes of trees, that is (as I haue 
often expounded iit)vrged & applycd to mens conſcieces, laid 
and preiſed tothe harts of the Mo For looke what the roote 
is vnto the reſt of thetree, the ſame is the heart tothe whole 
man., Thereont commeth life, (aith Salomon, This ſheweth what Proug,23: 
ought to be the manner of the handling the word of God,viz: 
It muſtnot be fitted to pleaſe mens cares, butto ſtir vp, & toaf- The z.De« 
feRttheir hearts. Wedoe wor(ſaith Par!) handle the word of God de- Firing, © 
| ceitfally:that is,we do not huck(ſter it as men doc their warcs,ca- 
ring rather eo beguile,the to profitethe buyer, bt indeclaration FS 
of the truth,we approne our ſelues to enery mani conjerence inthe ſighs ney 
of God. The ſame Apoſtle ſaith,thatthe word of God,when it is 
rightly handled,doth make the jecrets of enery mas hart manifeſt, 
| And itis the nature of the word tocnter throughyto be a di/cer- Hebr,4.13, 
wer of the thoughts & intents of the heart. Nathan the Prophet laid 
the axe to the roate, when hee tolde Danid,thow art the man, So 2.5am.12,7 
did Ehas, when hee ſaide to Ahab, It is thow C+ thy fathers bouſe, "Kng-18, 1 
> troubled Iſrael. So did Amos, when hee preachedat A a 
, the Kings owne Chappell , the deſtruQtion of the | ont & 
| ing,that he had don fooliſhly,not to reſt vypon the Lord, oY 


1»Cor,r4.25 
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Sodid $a he tolde 7caſb ; he ould not profper, 
Ely.;81. Fhee So didall che Prouphcts,wtcn they 
gs 7 IS MEFIITY inade chem ſec their 
Lak, fintes 'Sodid /obn Baptift,when he (pake direHy roche Pha» 
 riſcs,andcalled theme viperousgenetation,ard u hen he told 
Mak 2g Her-ato his face,he might nothat c his brothers wite,” So did . 
| Chrift, when hee preached wve ro the Scribes aid Pharites,woe 
- to Coratin and Betbſaide, So did Peter,ben hc toid ric ewes, 
Aes.2.4 6 you lay, haut crevified ard [line rhe Lorde of Life. SOdId Pani, 
Chap.z, when heecalledrhenn fooliſh Galathrans : So muit wceall doe, 
. leſtwebring the peoples blood vpon our owne heads; If any 
Charz43t mai will reade the prophclic of /eremy, he thall inde how the 
Lordthreatncth the Prophets , which hauc (were rongues, and 
cauſc the ome toe reby their flatreries, (ceking rather by a 
plauſible courſe to get themfelucsa namethen to doc good to 
the peoples foules, by diuiding the word aright, and giuing to 
eucric man his portion in duc fcafon. It isrono purpole, as it 
were,to ſtand hacking at the branches, and toſ{trike hecere and 
there vpon the outward rinde,but a man mult goto the roore, 
and knocke at the doore of eucry mans conſcicnce,that cucry 
: ſoule may trEble,& men at the lcaſt may be conuinced again{t 
* Gcn.4.7, the day of reckoning,” If thou doef? nor wel! ( faich God vnto 
E-. Cane) inne tyeth 4#the dowe. Sinncis like a crucll beaſt, which 
licth ficepingar the doorc of cucry mans heart,it inult be awa- 
ked and {tirred vp, that men may (ce their danger. The heart of 
Irr. 17: 9. mani deceitfull bene all things, faith the Propher : And there is 
P10.22-:5- z whole beaxale exen in the heart of a childe, ſaith S$a'omor; what is 
_ __ »» , therethEinthe heart of a man,who hath (cried himiclfe in the 
' dregs of iniquitie ? This ſubtile heart mult be well lifred,cucry 
, coracr of it muſt be ſearched &(asthe Apoliic ſaith)licge mull 
be laideto cuery tought, & enery imagination muſt be caſt down 
{ bCotad: the foule muſt beranſackr,andript vp : otherwiſe the (cede of 
| the word wil fallco the gre 4 withoue profite. This is chexight 
_ © vſc of the word, it was not ordainedto be a tale 2 well 
| intheearc,, burto bee aſharpe cutting inſtrument, n 
| Yeepe into thehear, 1 ++ - = kg: 
+. _ I knove: this- courſe (hall finde little grace among. 


— vet aleediity iavdny of cate maioconſtience. 


| Elias was glad for his plaine dealing to hide him(eifein roun 
| Horeb, Amos was banithed the Court for his boldney, Ad x Lia. 22. 
was made totaketbe bread of affliction, Hanan way putirypri- a7. 
{on,Zacheriab was flaine 1n the courtofthe Lords houſe, The 2-Chro.16 
. Prophets generally paid(weetly for their plainnes; Which of the 19. 
F. Prophets (ith Chritt) have they not killed ? It colt /obu his hcad __ "In 
for being [©torwardto reprooue Hered:our Sauiour was hated, Math.1 4, 
becauſe be 1 /Hified of the world, that the wor kes thereof were ewill, 10b.7.7. | 
Peters mouth was (topped, and he was commaunded to ſpeaks Att.q. & 
| wo more in Chriſts name, Paul was Counted an enenue becauſe he Gal. 4, t6« 
reldthe ir:h,As it was of old,ſoitis now;he that ſhall goe abour 
| totread in the (teppes of theſe holy Prophets and Apoſtles, 
ſhall goe neere to drinke of the ſame cup ; if he, ſhall ſpeake 
home, tell the ignorant perſon, the Sabboth breaker, the 
conternner of the word, the {wearer, the loucrs of pleaſure,the 
adulterer, the drunkard, the vſurer, the fraudulent perfon, the 
rayler ; that no ſuch ſhall inheritecthe kingdome of Chriſt and 
of God,though it be not his owne word, butthe-Lords,plaine- 
ly and exprelly (ct downe in holy {criprurezyct heſhall be ſure 
to heare ofit, he ſhall have cauſe to take vp the complaint of 
the Prophet [eremne, Wor i5 me my mot hey that theu haſt borne me,” yer 15.16; 
8 contentions man, ard a man that ftrineth with the whole earth: © 
haue ucttl-er lont on vſurir, vor men baxe lent umo me on vſurie, yi 
eerie one (01h eur le me, But what then?it is the Lords bulinetle, 
and ror bots that my in tht hall dot nogt! rently, Thoſe that feare Ter.4%. 10.. 
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God mult lanour againfttherr owne corruption, and ftriue.to” 
ſubmit themlelues vato it: ehey ſh2ll inde it, thoughirbe not 
very plcaimng to fleflrand blood, yetrobe very holeforre for 
theſoule a1 {pirit:and happic is he that when he commerhto 
heare, doth beg of Gohto dire the tungue of the Preacher, 
that he may fpeake to his cor. ſcierce. As for others, though 
they new millike jt, yer hereafter they will cry our vpon vs, 
that we dealt no more plainely wirhthen; and if cuer the Lord 
doconnert chem, they will then confeile, rhat the dirctand. 
powerfuilapplyingofthe word, was the chicfe mcanes vnder 
God to recoucr them/So much for the firſt pointgthe nature of 
the minittcrie ofthe Goſpel” ooo A 
-” Nownextwe are to fpeake of the yſeof ity andtharisro dif- 


”) 


j 


coucr and make itknowne,what 

vnprofitable, who be truc and ſound and who be 
=> Now ({aith ob) that the py 

what is in you , before, you were ſhrouded ynder 

the name rg Abrahams (ecde: but now,now that the word is prel- 

fed hard vpon your coalciences, the hypocrific that licth hid 

will be made maaife(t,and itwil be found that you are nothing 


4. lee then you make ſhew of. So that this is the vic of the word 


preached,to make a kind of (e among(t men, to bring 
2 hypocrilicand falſhood, which before decciued 
hers and themiclucs, and becauſe of their formall 
ſhewes were well __ of. When a man walkcth through 
ehc wood, itis hird toknowe by the cyc what trees arc good, 
and whatvnſound; wany a one there may be,which is (traight 
_R—_—_— yetis rotten or hollow within ; there may be a 
rinde or a great toptothat tree,which yet is goodfor no- 
 burche fire; but + —_ commeth, and lai-- 
isaxc tothcroote and felleth them,then that wil be ſcene 
Sic before was vnknowne, and then there followerth a ſepa- 
ration of ſometothe fire,and of others to the building;where- 
as before,they grew vpall together, and there ſeemed ro beno 
difference: Eucnſoifa man come among an vntaughe people, 
hc ſhall fndethem, ina manner, all of one minde tor macters 
of rcligion,holding one courſe, and couched vnder one com- 
mon title of Chrillianitiecbur let this axe be once ey 00 their 
heartszthen it will appcarc whatcach man is, and till chen, it is 
lncnciadeede vhurertigicn there is in him.He that then 
GI ReNoing, and moreand more faſhiona- 
che merchen be forthe Lords vic:but he,who 
Ww_ on, the more crooked he proucs, and 
becommeth cucry day the more vntoward, ſhall be laid alide, 


aqd reſerued vynto the iuſt iudgement ofthe Lord, There be 
ſundric 


f:militudes in the by which this de- 
, Clared. In Schake, x gen is called Ci, 
| hand, IE an at pars them yh 
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kingdome, fromche diuels portion. In the prophecie of /e- Chap.a 
rene, it is compartd to fire, which hath effetcowalt  *OI 
the ſtubble and the droile, and to purife that which is refine- _ 
able,as gold and (iluer. [tis called 4ght,which maketh al things Epheſ 5.14 
.maxifeſt, which before lying inthe darke, were to 

all of one colour. It is called hwibendrie, which ſheweth what 1.Cor.z.g. 

nd is good, and which is barren. It was ſaid of Chriſt;thas 
Fe ſhould bethe fing of ſome, and rune of ſonic, atone of ofo 1K-2+35 


L fence,and a precious ſtone, and that by his commigg, the rbonghts 
| of many heart: ſhowld' be deſconered. As it was in the perſon of 
| Chriſt,ſo in the word of Chriſt,ie doth as it were anatomize the 
| hearts of men, and plucksoff the vizard fromthe hypocrite, 
laieth forth the poiſon that lurked before, and diſplaieththe 
gall that lay hidden in the heart, We may ſee the truch hereof 
in cxamples : before ſob» Baptiſt came preaching inthe Wil- 
| dernefle, Repent, for the kingdome of heaxen is at hand, all things Mathy.2, 
ſcemed to be well,they were all circumciſed, allthe children of 
Abraham, but when he laid his «xe to the roote,there followed Luk, 3.16. 
1 adiviſion : ſome thought well of him,and thought thathe had - -; © 7 
beene the Chriſtzothers laid plainely, He had a dine. So when Mat.1tr.1% 
Chriſt cameand preached, many falle hearts were & 
| which before were takento be good men: ſomedelired theis Mar, 8.34 
hogges rather then his companie : ſome broughthimtothe 
fide of a hill, from thenceto breake his necke : ſome laughed Luk 429 | 
him to ſcorne:ſome laid, he hath a danell and is mad, why heare yee Mat-5-40, 
him ? others ſaid, theſe are not the words of him that bath a dinel, Toh,1 0:26, 
In like ſort iewas after,with the Apoſtles; what Ion did wo 
diſcouer it (clfc after they to preach, which before made 
no ſhewe, and might hauec c thought rather not to be, 
When Peter preached, there were ſome doubting,others moc. 273 
king: when Steven preached, there was ſhouting and (topping AR2, 
* - theearcs, andrunning together like mendiltrafted. Irwasne- 
”  werknowne how Simon Hague had bewitchedthe people, ll 88% 
Philip came amongſt them, When Pax/and 4 came tO 
Jeanizrs, they found all quict : but wh&thcy ſpake baldly in the | 
Lord,the peopteof the Citiy were dimided,and ſame were with the gc > 
tee, [ome wth the Apoſtle. And let any miobſeruc the courſe 
efthat Books throughout, and hee ſhall 4 7g 
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miny what ourrage, what caſting duſtineo the aire, 
| did ſhew beſos whew in before there wes « 
nothing elſe burvnitic. When Paz! was at Kowe, the 


, 
e minde; but when he had vnto them, and 
© _ teſtibedthekingdome of God ſome were perſwaded,and ſome 
' ©” belecued nogand they which came thither peaccably (as may 
be thought) when they departed, had much adoc,.nd great rea» 
Verſ.2gg Soning themſelues,This is the nature of the Copel, ſtill to 
freowherls in man, and to make way, for that great ſeparation 
which ſhalt be betwixr the ſheepe and the goatcs, at the day of 
iudgement ; yea to enter cuen into priuate houſes, and to ſet a 
kind of diſſenſion betweene thole, paws whom nature and 
| Luk.z2.5z. blood hath ſet the greateſt amitie : yee ſhall haue the father «- 
<inft the (onne, and the forme againſt the father, (aith Chriſt. And 
; it is aid) there ſhall berwo ina bed atthe laſt day, berwixr 
. whom there ſhall be a rent madec,and one ſhall be recerned,and the 
| Luk. 17.34. other refw(ed: So the of the word ſhalf goe ſonecre,as in 
; reſpe of religion toſunder thoſe whom marriage and the like 
| __ ciuill bonds may ſeeme to make vnſeparable. Nay,this Axe of 
, © © the word,dothnot only thus divide the ſocietics & copanics of 
| . , men,butit entreth cuen into the cloſer of a mans owne heart, it 
Heb.414, divides betwixt the ionnts and the finews, and the marrow and the 
| bone? (faith the Apoſtic)and maketh a manto knowe touching 
himſclfe, that which before he was not aware of. Then thall a 
man perceive the crookednes and vntowardnes of his owne 
heart,then he ſhall feele the fleſh luſting againſt the ſpirit, and * 
the ſpirirſtriving againſt the fleſh : then he ſhall knowe what 
© - enmitie there is m his nature againſt God,many a combat ſhall 
* he have with his owne thoughts; and that heart of his, which 


Onur puniygnFanteble he ſhall 
- -., progucittobe | 4054 3 7 2G. 
atly obedience. When Rebecca was barren,ſhe felt no trouble in 
wombe: butwhen ſhe was conceiucd oftwo, rhe children 
within her,and ſhe cried out; hy aw / tha? Sb 
1orant, barren ofall true knowledge, emptic 
ngsto his ſeeming are in peace; but when the - * 
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new max is begottenin him by the preaching of the Goſpell, 
there js an altcration followceth, there is much ſtrugling, and 
a man ſhall finde that cuill lurking in his boſome,which Cefare 
he did not ſo much as imagine to bee in him. Thus we ſec the 
, cruth of this point, wiz : what is the vſc of the publike nuiniſte- 
ric. To (hewe the truc eſtate of men,to diſcouer tothe world, 
yea,and tocach mans ſoulc,whatis in the heart and boſome of 
cucry man, Now(laith [obn) even now , that the axe is laydeto 
t hero, it will be ſcene what you are : if you be ſound , it can- 
not be hid ; if you bee hypocrites, it is ynpoſhble to conceale 
it. Let vs make vic ke | 0 : of 
Firlt of all, it muſt bee applyced to the ſtopping of their 74, x, 
mouthes vhoto diſcrediethe word aathedxlewcluatiriga it wa | 96 
as the author of diuition amongſt men ; Oh there was much 
louc,and | kaow not what in former times(they reckoning no 
louc,butthat which ftands in cating and drinking,and ryoting 
NEE ons is arent madc,and there is not that a- 
t in amongſt men. A grieuous imputation, 
tFit weretruc that the Goſpel of peace ſhould breed ditſenſion, 
and chat whichtends to make agreement betwixt God & man, 
SR breake vniric yo_—_ man _ mn But there is no 
uch matter, it is not opertic of t llto di- 
| uifjon , but it is the ion [Ef Sathan to —_ "2 cnn 
thatthey ſhould notrecciue it, that his barnes might bee full. 
Though the word preached,& applied, hath a diuers cfteR yer 
it proceeds only from the diuerlity of matter that it works vp- 
on. If the Axe cut downe ſome wood for the fire, ſome for the 
- building,it is not in the Axc,butin the ſtuffe : che Axe indeed 
ſheweth what tree is naught, but it makes notree naught. The 
Sunne ſhews the difference of colours,but it makes northe dif- 
ference : the ploughteares vpthe ground,and makes knowne 
rm tensna yawn — cauſc IO 
pell brings eo light mens corruption, bur it 
| neither perſwades norap of corruption, How is it poſ- 
fible, butif one of two, who before have beene companionsin + 
ignorance, in misfpending the Sabbath, in vncleannes, mry=! 
wh aria ig exaQion, in couctouſnes,in crucl- 
II 4 GpyaacklageFchbwwortrehatentitheratie 
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holdingon his courſe ; how 1 fay ts it poſſible, but there ſhall 

bee a diuifion and afl,kingof that mutuall good liking , and 

toyning cach wittother which was before ? He that 1s conucr- 
red, mult hate the cuill courſe of the other, & the ocher muſt 
needesabhorrethe ſtritncs and reformation of his old com:- 

00; ncither doc we hind any camity ſo great,as that which 

is occaliuned by religion :vhetthen 2 ould this be laycd to 

the charge of the word of yod,becaul: theſe two which efore 
were going like fricndes the broad way to deſtruction, arc now 

parted,and are not lincked inthat neerenes and fam! iaritic of 

atiction,that they were before? God forbid. Letthe tault lic 
where itis,cuen vpon the corruption of mens hcarts chat will 


© notbereclaimed,and ncucr louc any but thcfe which ſhall bee 
companions withthemin vagodlinetle. Well, the Goſpcll 


Fo > 


"SG 


aimeth ar p=ace,and the preaching of it linckethchc heartzof 
Gods children jnto onc;it muſt ſeparate the hollow bypocrices 

from the ſound profeilors,it mult reprouc the workes of cdark- 
neilc, it muſt makcehe rs the the bad comMeriation 

of thewicked ,andir make the profanc hate cucnwich a 

deadly hatred,theblameletle carriage of the rightequszit muſt 

ſhuffle the diuels companic together, and range the people of 
God into one: thisis note diviſion, though it-be a (cparationz 
ittends tothepurgingof Gods houſe,andit is the glory of the 
Goſpcl, '& the credit tothe miniſtery thereet zavd they which 
by this, cndeuour to diſgrace it, cucawhetherehey will or no, 

doe bearc witnetle roit, by relitting it, + This is one vic. 

A ſecond vſe of this point, touchingehe vic of the words, 
preached,wz: toſeparate and rodiſcoucr,istroatiure vs of this, 
thatlaokewhat ſeparation the Word nowe makes, when it is 
preached,ind taughtamoug vs, the ſameſhall (Fand tor good, 
and goc for currant attheday of ivdgrmene. The Lord wea- 
ning to part and todiuide the world at the-day of iudgemeuty 
aha way therevnto-by the publike ing of his truth 3 
they which (tavd out agaivtcheword ow, ſhall not bee taken 
in among thoſe which ſhalbe ſaucd cher, He whom theword 
of God, ordinarily taught, canworke tonoamendmen, it is 
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> Gbds isin waine Aattcr 
+, - Gbds judgement finde vs, Soit is men to flatter 
© ., 1,4 TR $, wo 


their vnprofitablenesand 
downe of the Gol; beforc, 
The ſecond Sermon, 


Emery treewhich bringeth not foorth good 
bewen dawne, ju; gn panrah 1 Ry 
$ i —— — 
2 Word preached, that it is azan Axe put to 
2 AI the reote of the Trees , that is, « powerfull 
2, ————_—— CR _ 
» tecunlte Den. intent of the Lord in © 
@| cntring inw s Axc among a 
= is,to make a <p to ſhew 
Irs Orman v3 Now followeth toſpeake 
of the Lords procceding,which doth alwayes goewith,and ac- 
company the cffeuall miniſtry of his word. Ezery tree which 
——_ foorth axes ſhall be hewen dawne aud caft imo the 


Joonth good, 


hs former veear ir} neceſri erm 
Re ly, that is called 
fraite ,which growes out of a trees If you will hane the 
now fr free (aith our Sauiour :'& 4 tree care 

frat. S macnpuny Yi iſe dh, ut- 

perſon of man ine ty ws ecepandpheſcr 

ith hep beliked of. Pax/ before TS. 
ucrted,who could except again(t his life? hewalked vnrebuke- 
ably,according toall the ordinices which the law preſcribed : 

yetafter he was called, he accovited pom Ly ; 


warn 


"i 5. firiperonely rand, taken muy 


—rhrr pager amor ers ur yrecire 
gf,and to be accounted honeſt men; wheras their aRions, how 
glorious ſocuer to the eye, yet wanting the truc ſcaſoning, and 
_ hearts becing fraughtcd eyeber with groilc ignorance in 
opage: of God, or with error and falſe conceits touching faith, 
and the meancs of Saſuation by Chriſt , it is as 1mpothible for 
them to be good workes, as it is for a man to be good without 
God. And therefore the world is altoget! cr decciued, & iud- 
geth wrongfully of works, as,thata man may be an ho-+ 
neſt man and live mt, ag among hi4 neighbours, 
though hee be not religious ; wr... te the ende a 

war pours </vrerry A muſt an 
honeſt heart, anddriveto a ri o tony »/z.: the glory of God 
to whom 1 owe all, nay more lery,then t can pol- 
libly - rays tothiodidentmt bee, 4. manerroneous 
34 TLIC pee 00d worke :chat hichſee- 
to in him , is e naught when it comes to 

- 9/50 ee before God. 

| mares ferbeh (Gith Chriſt ) that beareth nor fri in mee , bee 
| he Ge beakbde eff: but yet if hewhich 
foorth, bee not in Chrif?, « man vnitcdto him by 
rp him before God, it is ron0 (e: 
every ſuch ſhalt be cut oF by the hand of God. He therefore 
that would bin forth good ris uſt abor be a geod 
, that is, to have his heart inwardlic ſeaſoned with true 
knowledge,and to ſtrive with hisowne heart relic onelyfor 
ar), ome 9 Chriſt Teſus. An ignorantrgan having 
in the wyſterie of Chrift;; not-knewing 

ae eoatedeh Saviour vor lociog lacy meter hos 
hard a thing it is to beleeve in Chriſt 
| I  —_ hiafinnes,bywhich bee 


ookingby 
of the worlde, with Ar dormancy to 
WT bhanſong 
_ hisperſon, works alſo(wharſvcuer 

S\ 1s ge hen 


Now 


diretted to keeps thy flarntes : they ſhonld 1 not be 
have retþett ymto all thy commanndements : As if he had faid , My 
life and conuerſation ſhall be then ſuch ag 1 ſhall nor need tobe 
aſhamed c f,when as my conſcience ſhallwitneiſe wich me,that 
my heart is fet to the obedience of all that the Lord requireth; 
and that [ doe not deliberately perſiſt in ary groſle fin,which is 
manifeſtly knowne vneo me to be a treſpaile againſt God: o- 
therwiſc if 1 ſhould retaine a ſecret with my ſelfe, to 
make (mall account of the breach of ſome one or other of rhe 
laws of God,for my profit,or pleaſure, or outward eredit ſake ; 
though perhaps I might ſecme ro be zealous in ſomeother 
dutics, yea t© be eucn preciſe in the obſcruing them, yetl 
ſhould/be afharned ro looke God in the face, 'I could have'no 
comfort in my conſcience, neither could I fo e my 
ſcife,thar my hearr were _— before the Lord:this was De- 
»tds meaning when he faid, Then fhonld I not be confounded when 
T have ve ffett unto aff thy commanndements. We are aſſured (faith 
the Authour to the Hebrewes) that we' have # 
Why tbecan/c ix al things our de five th to limo honeſtly 


willingly and aduifedly made no reckoning of, it had bene vn- 
tblc for himtu hauc had a good conſcience. 

It is worth the noting, the preface which Afv/er maketh vn - 
totheten commandements, Then (faith he) Ged fake all theſe 
wordes , hefpake notthe firſt commandement onely, nor the 
ſecond and third, and left there,buthe ſpake them «#, and gave 
as (traitcharge ro | one,as my one:nvone way ytre- 
red by Gods voyce,or writtenwith hisowne finger morethen 


the other: to reach vs, thatwhiſoeucr wilt haveany true eom-'The fr5 
fort by his obcdience i» Gods Law, muſt norcontent hirg- Dottrine, 


exception : 


tinuethnotin all wi : 
2:19 C3} 


ood conſcrences Heb.1.1% 
had bin the breach of any one commandement, which he had: 


-. 


< "Boron 
me, that it is a hard 
ifnot more? I 


thereby ftrai 

On ys | 2 21 ne TS Age pant 
allowing himſcltc in frrivio it, and groanin 
vnderit,che (ame for Cheiſtlae ig of none, Bucthis s 
Sgint Lewes his mcaning, that whoſccucrſcemeth to keepe all 


amplc of Hered is t for this purpolc; he feared /obn, he 
reyorenced him, NETS him, hedid many things, yethe 
would rot reeforme his ſfinne of vacleannefic z was he a good 
man? did he ſhew forth good fruit ?ſurelyno : nay we ſec,how 
that taking libertic for the ſcuenth Conumaundement, he fell 
tocaſlt the carc of the rce(t , as, of the third Commaunde- 
209 ment, in ing to that wanton dauncer to-giuc her any 
*2.., :.-- thing ſhe ſhouldaske zand of the (ixt ement,in be- 
E ga pacts ofthe ſame /obn, whom heſo much reueren- 
before ; ſo daungerous a thing is it toliue willingly and 
purpoſcly in the breach ofany one Commaundement, So that 
this is the concluſion, that our fruit is then faidto be good, 
whenas there is a reſpett had toall Gods Commandements, 
without taking libertie to a mans ſelfe, to live in the breach 
and ordinaric neglet of any one.Letvs make vſcof this. 
Firſt of all it ſcrues toſhewvynto vs, that howſocuer P _ 
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yi they ought to be, hecauſe{iema 


a — II 19 
ons they arc able tocoyne, cannot quitthenz trointhe breach 
of that law. For it is aclcare cafe, thatthat which was the IC 
rachi*cs 1nne in making the golden Calfe,isthe rhing chiefly 
forbidden inthe ſecond Commaundement 4; nowtheir finne 
was, the making of an image by which to worſhip God, and to 


preſerue the memorie of God ; for fo Aeon SH To Exod, za.5, 


it ſanth,chez Plalt06.26, 


morrew ſhall be the hory day of [chonah. And the 
turned their berteur or glorie (that is their God ; the true worſhip 
of whow w2s their gloric _ men) him they turnedsx#o / 
the fimnliind- of, 4 bullocke that extet graſſe: neither could they be » 
fo groilc as to thinke,that that molren (tuffe,the caſting wher- + 

Fthey ther:-ſclues beheld , wastheir dehiverer out of «/£gipe 1 
c6mon reaſon woul:} not ſutfer them co be fo (ottith :the rruch 
was, this chey would hauc, after the faſhion of ocher Nations, 
to worſhipGod by, Allehisſame ischeright idolatric of Pa 


piſts, they wiltne zht to worſhip Images, buttowor- 
thip God by, and ge z and therefore it isa plaine 
breach of t dic aundement, the continuance 
wherein nkewalFeheirgret workes abhominable before 
God; though Tcharitable tochcir purſes, or 
- paincfull ec Sdics: So thitwe mult learneto beware of 
thoſe au: | | which wewill vic rouchingtuch 
2$ oſt it acirerror, they are otherwiſc thus and 
thuz,a0 4/1 of goalWapkes; whereas indecd, that which they 
doc,as giving to thepaerez&e.thavgh in it (clſc it be good, vet 
inthem it 15 not fo : forflgwhich commands gimng ro tho 
poore,cc mmaridee al{c eo js pes; fo that he willnot 


be pleaſed with the ane, wh 
ning made of the orher; + "FS; 

Scco3ly,this pluckethoff the viaun 
whichliuc inthe face of Gods Churcny® 
thrir tearmes; & brag oftheie &rt 


d when there 1s no-recknos 


o ſland wuch vpoa 
hi mlelues robe 
ey can name, 


| world may beholdeinthew-,ſome 


w many hypocrites; The zoe.” 


haps) will ſay that he is no adulterer, or no theefe, or ro - 
derer,or he neucr wentto law with any man, &c.We fin 
oy ſuch, that for cheſe cauſcs arc well thought of with the men 
ofthe world, and which doc ſooth vp themlſclucs tor thele 
things, as thoughthcir fruit were as good'aud wholclome as it 
necde to be :and therefore when they heare of any iwdgerment 
., of God againſt ſinnegthey ſuppole it concernes them not. But 
by this rule which I t, touching the nature of good 
fruit. ſuch men ſhall be ſoone tried to be hypocrites ; for come 
we but to one particular, and that is,touching the excrciſes of 
Gods word, and the holy keeping of the Sabboth, that will by 
and by diſcoucr them. The preaching of the word hath no re- 
liſh with chE,they wil be readie to ioyne with the worlt people 
- thatarcyin dilgraces of it z they haue no appetite to the Lords 
Tablc,but once a yeare: they make ng/Feckoning of ſpending 


the Lords day, but imagine, it may &made cicher a day ofbu- 

of plcaſurc,as y (bal plaſ was they ſhal hauc occa- 
G6:yctſuch memult be laidto b h.abad fruit,and who 
sabletolay to the contrarie?l, d orecetherforc that art 
ſuchan one, and it may be,degftnow thinkewitiithy (clfe that 
thisis mcantof thee z what is the reaſon whytltvu doeſt giue 


tothe poore? why art thou peaccable amgtigthy ncig 82 
what moucth thee rodeale vprightly, al cepe ro 
carefully amongſt men ? why artthowngadulterer Fhat rc- 
ſtraincth rhec ſtcaling ? whatmateth thee to doc any 
oncof thoſe things, for which cit wthinkett thy ſelfc,or 
art taken by others to bea god ? Thou wilt lay (I doubt 
not)thatthou therefore doc{iieh and ſuch good things, be. 
cauſe God hath commaundedthem, and that thou ab(taineſt 
from ſuch and ſuch cuills, t © he hath forbidden them. I 
aske of thee there forEagaine, whether God hath not alſo cn- 
ioyncdthe holy keeping ofthe Sabboth day, whether he hath 
not commaunded,to /owe the place where his honour dwelleth, and 
_ fogiuc attendence at the poites of the deores of his bouſeqwhethier he 

[9p ing as the means to bring vs vnro 
faith 1 T it he not hiswill, that looke what he did the 
he was betraied,the ſamewe ſbould doe (often)in 

of him En Cine er ane beg 
ay, 


Gay,that theſe things which I hauc named, arc his commaun- 
dements as well as any of the former which thou 

to doe,becauſc he requireth them: well then,ifthou confe(- 
ſet theſe things to be commaunded by God,this muſt needs 
be turned vponthee,why doeſt thou not make conſcience of 
thoſc other alſo, which in thinc owne acknowledgementare 
eſtabliſhed by commandement?Thou wilt ſay (it may be) no 
man can doe all;wilt thou therefore determinately and ypon 
purpoſe not doe all?Surely if it were the carc,and conſcience, 
and delire toobey God,which makes thee liberall,iuſt,chaſt, 
peaccable,the ſame conſcience and lame carc,the lame deſire 
would makethee alſo dclightin the worſhip of God, louc his 
word, take cofort inthe comunion of Saints at Gods Boord, 
and (anctific his holy day; all which are the lawes of Gad,nay 
lawcs of greater weight and more moment, then thole othes 
which chou andelf ypong& for the ſuperhiciall performance 
whcrof,thouthinkeſt thy ſelfe ynblameable.Therfore ſeeing 
it is certainely true,that if conſcience to obey God,draw thee 
to one good worke,the ſame would draw thee toothers allo, 
which thou now negleQeſt & makeſt no accoint of; it follow- 
cth,that thoſe things which thou bringelt forth arc no good 
workes,andthereforethou butan hypocritc,and one of thoſe 
nano trees, which without ſpecdic and great repentance, 
ſhall be hewen downe and caſt intorhe fire. 


Now as thcreare ſome, who becauſe of ome commenda- T he ;.J/e. 


ble ciuill practiſes, thinke themſclucs tull of good fruite, 
though they neglethe worſhip of God, and the particulars 
belonging to itz ſoothers there arc, who if they ſhew ſome 
forwarductle and carcin the outward dutics of Gods (cruice, 
think that co be enough, thoughtheir life otherwile be a dil- 
credite tothe Goſpel & a veric ſhame to their profeſſon;and 
ofthis kinde there are two ſorts. The one ſort arc tainted with 
fore luperſtition, and thinke, if they ſhew a litle For (1 
outwardly in keeping theie Church, though they full little 
knowe what belongs to any dutie that ought there to be per- 
formcd,then that may be a kinde of diſcharge vntothem,for 
npathncein ga RAR arc{wcaring;druny _ . . 


AR 


kenneſſe,whoredotne,idlenelſe,&c. They be iuſt ſuch ones as 

Teremic h:they would ſtealc,murther, and commit adul- 

Verl.g.10, *&rve faſly, and then thinke tocſ{cape all, by com- 

ming and ftanding before the Lord in his houſe. The other 

ſorr,are (uchas ſceme to affeR the beſt things,& 4 man would 

thinke they loucd to heare,& did take delight in the exerciſes 

ofrcligion & of Gods worſhip;yet when their lines arc looked 

wiogs on takea kind of libertie vato themſclucs,to holde on 

inthe ordinarie breach of ſome part of Gods will, cither for 

lucrefake;or for needletſe pleaſure Gake,which they wil follow 

with as great cageracs, &as great ſharpenes of delire as any o- 

ther:yea,& vill eherein be a elowerwith thoſe, to whom 

they would be loth to be thoughtlike in religion. Both thele 

forts muſt be admoniſhed, that this ſame looking to ſome 

one of two peeces of religion isronopurpoſe. Itisno good 

fruit,that proceeds not out of a heart ayming atthe obeditce 

ofall Gods will: ſuch kinde of men arc but almo(t Chrilti- 

ans, and fhall be but almo(t ſaued : ſuch as their chriſtianitie 

is, fuch ſhall theirſaluation bez they are come neere toreli- 

gion, fo they ſhall but come neere to heaven. That God 

which bids thee come to Church, bids thee not to fweare; 

yot to lic, not to [lander, not robe drunke,not to be filthic: 

ifdefire to obey him make thee to doe the one, it will mooue 

thee to doe the other alſo : he which comtnaunds thee to 

heare the word, which willeth theeto accuſtome thy ſelfc to 

the publique duties of Gods (eruice ; bids thee alfo tol- 

low thy calling ; bids thee to deale faithfully ; bids thee »e- 

deeme thy time ; bids thee not to converfe with thofe,and to 

Ppbeſ..6, delight with them, that are enemies to Gods ruth, bids 

| thee to beware of being a loner of pleaſure more then a lower of 

2.Timz.q, good : if thou be found atranſgretforin theferhings ſill,it is 

not thy tobewellaieRted,orthy doing fo and fo by 

Gs, chat ſhall thy turne, the word of God will hind rhee 

out, and hewe thee downe, and make thee readic for the fire; 
Thisis the vfe of thivpoine. 

: ONE enqureFengnes fruit is, that 

The 2.dec- there be ſpeciall regard had tothe dutics of that particular 

f, - Calling whexia a manis placed hyGods providence, mow 
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hath fitted every manto live in ſome calling, ſo each mans 
calling 4. vm him for thatcnde,to be as it were the teſ- 
timonic of hisrcligion, and the matter in which he ſhould 
ſhew himſclfe what is in him. For this ig to be held for atule, 
thatreligion doth not aboliſh ordinaric callimgs,nores 
any man from taking ſome lawfull way or other, byx | 
todo goodto himſclfe,and humane ſocictic;but rather itisa' 
mans onely dircion for the chuling ofa calling,and forthe 

lawfull imploying himſclfe in the ſame. Paw/writing tothe 


Theilalonians, and cxhorting them to encreaſe more and more 1.Thel.g. 
inrcligion,perſwades them allo to meddle with their owne buſi- 11+ 


neſſe,& to worke with their hands. It is (aid of the ſhepheards 
to whom the birth of our Sauigne was. reucaled by the An- 


gells, that when they had bene &feenethe babe in the man- Luk 2.20, 


ger, they returned backe to their callings. /obn the Bapesſt 
packing repentance to the people," when they flocked a- 

t him, cucry man asking what he ſhould do, he put them 
oucrall tothcir callings;/Ybar ſhall we de({aid the Publicans?) 
requarg (faith he) "0 more then that which is appointed wnto you : 
and 


« we (quoth the (ouldiers?) do wiolenee ro no man, nei- Luk. ;.1 
ther accuſe any f:lſly,and be content with your wages. 14. 


It is the ne of the Apoſtle touching ſcruants, that 


they ſhould be truc and faithtul in their places, (that faith he) 1, Tim. 6-16 


the name of God and his dottrine be not pag. BE tnE thatfrom 
thence may be drawne a lrulc, that the truth of God 
is diſcredited,if men ing religion, be notdiligent and 
faithfull in their particular callings. He that being called to 
be a Magilrt,dochnorear to n 6/1 -2at when 

iltrate,the ſame is no (Ha being by pro- 
Eon a Miniſter, Cache fa Miniftcr, whatſoc- 
ucr he be otherwiſe, yet is nothing imaccount before Gud:So 
of euery m4 in his place,it is true which is not a good 
man in his calling,is no good miin the cyex ofthe Almigh- 
tic; he brings forth no good fruit, but muſtbehewen downe 
and call into the fire, | 


The vic of it is, to admoniſh all thoſe that have The v6, 
courſe of 


ho callings, and doe live in. no certaine 
life, to take heede , it is yopoſlible for them, conti- 
D 2 | nuing 


IT, o "Ty - 
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nuing as they be, to auoide the wrath that is to come; He 
that in no calling catnot bring forth god fruit. To 
- walks inordinately (as the Apoltiephraſeth it)and robe a good 
Chriſtian, is a thing altogether impoſſible, He that hath no 
honeſt buſineſſe about which ordinarily to be imployed, no 
fetledcourſe towhich he may betake himfelfe,cannot plcaſe 
God, 
Againe, it maketh againſt thoſe which make no conſci- 
ence of their callings, but do either negleR them, ſpending 
more timcin idlenefle, and plcaſurc, then in their needeful 
employments:orelſe, in che following of their courſes, care 
not what falſhood they vſe,or what indire courſe they take, 
or how they oppreſle, or whom they defraud, ſo that they 
+ themſclue s may haue the gaine. That cannot be good fruit, 
becauſe though it be ſweete in the mouth of him himſelfe, 
yetitisſo ſowre & noyſometo the talt of cucry other, whoſe 
good the Lord commands to be HR with as great care, 
as our owne priuate commoditie, So 


rue prope? voideof the knowledge of 
| faith: 2.all Papiſts, whichre- 
iſt;but more,or lefſe, ypon ſomething 
of their owne: 3 All hypocrites which doc in ſhew ſome com- 
| e& many other, which 
ftraitly asthoſe which they 

themſclucs 


”. 


them(elues woulde ſceme c/o YI 
vers who haue no calling, all ſuch as having a calling, either - 
negle&it,orelſe in following it, ſecke their owne onely, with- phil.2. 21, 
out any charitable regard had vnto others. All theſe the Lord 
will proccedagain(t, according tothe tenour of this preſent 
place:they (hall be hewen downe andcalt into the fire. This is 
the ſumme of all that I haue ſaid hitherto. lt followeth yetto 
examine the place a little further. 

Emery tree which bringeth not forth good fruit, tt hewen dewne 
and caſt into the fire, From hence may be gathered,that for the The third 
auoyding ofthe judgement to come, it ſufficeth not, notto , o . 
doe cuill, but it is damnable not to do good:Saint lob» heere ; 
faith not, eery tree that brings forth no fruit, but every rree 
which-brings not forth good fruit. The owner of an. Orchard is 
not contented that his trees beare no naughtie fruit, but if 
they beare not fruit which is and holeſome,he willnot 
ſuffer them. Ceaſe to dee emill ({aith the Prophet) that is ſome- Iay.1.16. 
thing, but not all, therefore he ioynevto it, /earxe to doe well. 17. 
Abborre that which i exill (Gaith the Apoſtle) that isthe halfe, Rom.na.s. 
and cleaxe wnto that which is good, that maketh vp all. 

It was not enough for Zachews, that after his conuerſion Luk 19.8, 
he wasno poller or robber of the poore as he had bene, bur 
he muſt proceed tothe goodfrmit, to ſatisfie for the wrongs 
done,by reſtitution,and to giue liberally, It is noted asa fruit jam. 2.25. 
of Rahabs faith, not onely that ſhe did not hurt themetlen- 
gers which cameto (pie the Citic ; butſhe entertained them 
too, and ſent them away ſafe; Deboreb, in her ſong after the 
deliueric from the Madianites, pronounced a curſe againſt 
them of Meroſh;and why? not becauſe they hinderedor hurt 
the d ven in their enterpriſes againſt the Madianites, but be- 
cauſethey came not out to helpe the Lord, they did not the 1agg,;.az, 
good that they might hauc done.Soat the day of judgement, _ 
it ſhall notbe ſaid, Come yer bleſſed, becauſe yee have nor per- Man, 25. 
ſecuted nor (corned the truth,and the profeſſors thereof; but | 


becauſe this and this hath bene done by you, ye haue 
recs, yechaemlich Soto the damned, it ſhall not 
ye 


put todeath, and by all vniuſt 
3 mceances 


be laid, Gocyee curſed, | 
ves D 


| 
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meanes vexed and abuſed Gods children : for,the good that 
they hauc omitted, ratherthen the cuill they hauc commit- 
tedſhall come into iudgernent; as, yes hae not clurbed the na- 


ted nor fed the hungrie,&-c. | 

Therefore it is not I ay,not to have brought forth 
ill fruits, but che tree which abounds not in good truit, cucn 
that ſhall be caſt into the fire, 

The vic is, to overthrow the idle fancic that many haue, 
which thinke they haue ſaid a great matter in their owne de- 
fence, when they can ſay they never did any man harme : 
wherein howſocucrthey are hardly to be beloucd ; yer, ſup- 
pus youſce by my text it is notcnough ; for the 

will-in the day. of reckoning demaund of thee, what 
| vs er 7 how haſt thou bene helpefull voto o- 

wherein haſt chou bene profitable to the ſoules of thy 
Rey Ros oge man cone, tug 

proued to enough, will be no way wi 

thee, but tothe Gre. Againe, it condemneth thoſe, which in [ 
know notwhat pollicicand pretended diſcretion, will carrie a 
kinde of temper in matters of xcligion,ſoas they will goe no 
further then this, that:they will not be found encmics to 
goodthings z butto be fricads & furthcrers,they will no way 
ſhew thaſkluen (uch theyarc,a thoſe were whom Elias chal 


1Xing.18, Icnged for halting betwixt two opinions z 1frbe Lord be Ged, 


follow hins : but if Baal be be, then follow after t im (faith hc) bat 
(Gairh the text)(he held their peace:indecd they ſpake not 
againſt the Pro they durſt not ſpeake with him. Ma» 
ny ſuch cold friends religion hath now a daics, who ifthey 
hcare the word of Gad or any goodcourlſe { 
ken againſt, thinke itenough ifthey haue not ioyned with e- 
uill ſpeakers, although they hauc ſaid nothing for the truth, 
The laying of Chriſt agreeth well to ſuch, He that is not with 
we1s againſt me > our Sauiouraccounts themall as cnemics to 
him and to his-word, who arc backward to ſhew them(clucs 
friends thercunto. It is not ſo much, how we hauc hindered 
the courſe ofthe Golpel in the place where weliue, that ſhall 
bc askedafter 5 as how we haue itzif we hae not las 
boured the inlargement of Gods Ter bay oorioaget 
y 


by all meancs to Fedite & aduanceit,& to maintaine to out 
power agaioft alt gainefaiers ;welhall befound bad trees,and 
caſting into the fire muſt needs be our portion:zrae mouth of 
the Lord hathſpokenir,and it cannot be vntrue. 
Another thing which we may learne out of thisclauſe, isto T he 4. 

i reaſon aftcr rhisfathion ; that if the trees not bearing good Derive. 

fruit,ſhall be cut downe,& be throwne into the firezwhat ſhall 
then become of thoſe trees that bring forth vnſauoric & ſtin- 
king fruit?If the rich man be damned,that did not giue bread 
to poore Lexar, what ſhall befall thoſe that take away, and Luk.16. 
grind the faces of the poore? If he were bound hand & foote, Math. 18.28 
that proſecuted his ownerightextreamely againſthis fellow, *© 
whether ſhall they be caſt that labour the vniuſt vexation of 
men,in things wherein they haue no colour of right 2? If the 
flood [wept away them that did but build and plant,and giue 
| in marriage(all things in themſciues good & lwofull,end are 
noted onely but as men guiltic of not regarding the Lords. 
warning) whether (hall the tempeſt of the Lords fruircarrie 
. them that blaſpheme his name, reproach his truth; and like 
fwine do wallow in their owne filthinelſe? Ifthe Phariſes that þ 
came to hcare /obx preach, with ſo-ne ſhew of a good ming, 
were ſharpely taken vp;and called vipers;what ſhall be aid of 
| thoſe that doaltogerher refuſe to heare, yea & ſpeake euill of 
| the way of God, and doe neuer vouchſate with-any religious 
hearts to entertaine the me(ſage of faluation brought-vnto 
them?In 2 word;if the not being fruitfull in good works ſhall 
be puniſhed fo feterely, ' what ſhall bedone to thoſe that a+ 
bound in evill deeds, whoſe mouthes arc foll of eurling and 
bitterneiſe, whoſe tonguesare expert in nothing fo much as 
inthe dctamiag of Gods word, whoſe liucs arc ſtained with 
wantonnelle with whoredome;wicth drutikennes, with pride, 
with oppreſſion, with fallhood, with vniut gettings; where 
ſhall ſuch appeare ? what vengeance is-in the iu of 

God reſerued vntoſuch?9bconſider this yee that forget God, leſt Phal, $0,226 

T tears you in peeter,and there be none that can deliner you. 

Further, wee may obſeruc here the ſtriftnetſe'and The 5. | 
ſrairncile of Gods proceeding! ; Ezery tree which h Dottrine,. 
wot forth good fruit, it hewen dawne and vaff into the fire? 

no ” 
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what it 45, 
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jb ſhall be vpon the ſoule of 
exery barren and vnfruitfull Chriſtian. No mans wealth ſhall 
buy him out , no mans high lookes and great place inthe 
world (hall diſcharge him; no mans baſcncilc ſhall make him 
to be palled byz no excule that any man can deuile ſhall ſcrue 
histurne-z che {cornerſhall not ſhift ic off with his (corning, 
northe proud man with his contempt:enery rree,if the frurt of 
it be not found geod,cſpecially ifin ſteede of good fruit,there 
be found clſc but corruption, downe it mult goe, it 
ſhall be bewen downe and caſt into the fire. 

Hitherto we hauc heard againſt whom the Lord will pro- 
ceede; let vs now examine briefly the manner of his procec- 
dingzandthat istwo-fold: firſt, bewen downe:ſccondly, caſt inte 
che fire. This hewing downe,isa courle performed by the mi- 


Chap. 1,10, Niltcrieof the word. Inthe Prophecic of [eremie, it is noted 


The 6. 
Dottrme. 


Ah.13-46, 


.6.5. 5 apartofthe miniſters office, 10 deſtroy, to plucke vp,to thr 
Ss aa + "97-5. 


Hoſea, Thane cut downe ((aith the Lord) by my 
: we haucreadie (ſaith the Apoltle) vengeance againf 
all diſobedience : So that this hewing downe, is a thing executed 
by the ordinaric miniſtcric, and the meaning is this ; that 
thoſe who making an outward profeſlion of religion, conti- 
nu (till fruitlefſe and arc not reformed, at laſt this heavie 
ſentence ſhall paile vpon them, that they arc palt recoucric, 
and ſothe Lord will even giue chem embnineds of hcart, 
and leaue them totheir owne deſcrued condemnation. This 
is the nature of the puniſhment, this is the reward of vapro- 


_ fitableneſle. So that the outward agent herein is the Miniſter, 


denouncing the heauic vengeance of God vnrefor- 
medneſſe; the inward worker js the Lord, making that good 
which is ſo denounced hy good warrant and ſufficient autho- 
ritie from his word. Ando ctic&this,he doth cither take his 
word from them,or them from his word. He takes his word 
from them,when for their conterapeghe doth viterly depriuc 
chem ofthe outward mcanes z cacnas the Hugbandman for- 


He takes them fromthe word, when he brings vpon them 
the ſpirit of lumber, their hearts fat, and their carer 1y.6.10, 
heame, and ſoutting their eyes ; that albcit they doe enioy the, 
outward meanes, yet they cannot profity which, of all other 
indgrracots» ich God can infli& in this life, is the moſt 
. Whoſocuer fearcth not this iudgement, igalrcadic parta- The V/e. 
ker of it:he that cannot be perſwaded by the forcteling of it, 
toauoide it,is alrcadic plunged into it, There is nothingthat 
thechildrenof God delire more, then a melting heart 5- no- 
"A thing that they feare morce,& more pray againſt, then ahard- 
ned kcart: they would rather be plagued with all the miſcries 
of /ob, or botches of e/£gypr, then with a heart that is harde- 
ned. [t gocthnotwell with vsthen, when we feare worldly 
and bodily punto mere then wedo hardnelle ofheart, 
| and ſpirituall puniſhments. True it is, a hard hcart is an cuill 
veric plealing, (01s the falling intoa ſwounc ; but, as this 
brings death, ſo the other brings hell at the laſt. Therefore 
when we heare this fearcfull ſaying, namely, that ifthe Lord 
1 ſill ſeeke for fruit, and find none, he will kewe vs downe : Ict 
vs {carne to tremble at it,and feare this ſinne,cucn this finne 
of barrcaneilc, which is the onely way to ſubic vs there- 


vnNtO, 
The ſecond part of the Lords proceeding againſt vnfruit- 
full crees, ws no the fre, hich iacobe at 
the laſt judgement, and is the molt certaine and vndoub- 
ted ſequell ofthe hewing Cowne by the miniſterie of the Gol- | 
p<ll. Thoſewhom the Miniſtcric of the word heweth downe The 7. 
news mein oo ig; GR CRE AA Delbuny 
re.Let men imagine as they liſt, and ſay preaching © 
the word,, that it is but a blaſt, and the threatnings thereof 
arc but windzyetto their cternall woe, they ſhall one day find 
it otherwiſe , the ſentence ofthe word gocth before,the fire 
' of ludgement ſhall ſurcly follow after. _ yy 
Doeſt thou live vnder the Mipiſteric of the word where it, The Fe. 
istoldthee againeand againc,znd prooued tot Fd 
Ae IRR DoS coptnnng HAY ne}thy ig- 
- norancy 


'  _ _ noranice, thy contempt of Gods worſhip, thy ning his 

-*-* = Sabbath, thy blaſpheming his nameythy Fr dry the EX» + 
ceſſes, thy pride; thy coucroufncetF:, thy exaction, thy fall 
hood, thy vncharitablenetle z thou can{tneuer be faucd : he 
Dent. 29.19 not deceived, doc not bleſſethy ſelfe without acauſe, fGaying 
to thy ſoule,tuſh,it ſhall not be ſo; for thou ſhalt ſurcly finde 
itwhen itſhall be too late to auoide it;thou ſhale feele it eo be 
true, whenasallin vaine, thou ſhalteaen curſethy flfe thar 
waſt fo backeward to belecuc it. 

Now forthe ludgement it felfe, it is here called fire, as itis 
often in Scripture, with threats of ſome addition;as, vnquen- 
cheable fire, fire and brimſtoneg&c: tearmes vied by the Spi- 
rit of God, to exprefſſe the vnſpcakeable tormentofit, which 
is notto be comprehended, much letlc to be endured. The 
torments of fire and brimſtone cuen to ficſh and blood, arc 
ſtrange and terrible:therefore ſuch ſpeeches are vicd,to con- 
ucy to our vnderſtanding, that which we before were not a- 
ble to conceiue. The Scripture (the more to affe vs)is large 
in deſcribing this torment;as namely,firſt the extreamitic of 
it : ſecondly, the continuance of ir. The Extreamitie of it is 
made knowne two waies,one by the vniucrſal tormene which 
ſhall be in cucrie part:zſecondly,by the conſideration of the- 
- happine(ſe loſt, which cuen intheir ſight, thoſe whom they 

hane defpifed in the world,ſhall be partakers of. All this ſhall 
be without any intermiſſion, withourſo much as a drop of 
Cs icons ob one whom yum an 
Y of me God | y continu- 
{ .-*_ allytor:ured, Now tothisthe Scripture addes the endlcſnes 
ena oft , it is a fire that neucrgocth out, a worme that 
neuer dicth. If there were but as many yeares to be endured, 
as there be piles one arth,or ſtares in heave, yetthere 
were ſome z but the end thereof cannot be imagined, 
andthe word nezer iscxcceding fearcfull. | 
.__ Letthistcach vs to embrace the In res 
bedience to it,andrto ſhew the fruit of it. If fire come,why will 


webe as ſtubble, ? ifthis fieric will not cauſe vsto 
Fare noting wilaers, Lervefewrerheſerings before 
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Lg doug z No man aloderpe bell, mhevtic 


leaſt thought of theſe things. And if the 
vnplcalant,what thinkewe ſhall it be to feele it2W 
wewere nottold,or | ſhould holde my | 
fire burnes ſtill: and if wenegle® © © + 
to heare of it,by experience 
we ſhall feele it, 
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THE PERFITE 


Patterne of true 


Cones ſion: 


The firſt Sermon. 


Matth: 13.44 

Apaine, the hingdome of heanen 1 like wnto Reg) nate wr 
field, which when a man bath found, be hideth it ani for 

of departeth,and ſclieth all that he hath,and buyeth chat wy +" 


£223 His text which I have now choſcn, fol- 
kf lowcth fitlyvponthe former ; for it any 
FO man hcaring how full of danger-ir"is to 
1 live vnder the (cried miniſteric of the 
4 word, and not toprofit by it, ſhould de- 
f nd CD 
>! a1uNL:Hng of 4 0ur da- 
viour NOUN an{wete: him, that chis were his belt and ſurclt- 
ceurle, chat when hohath found this ercaſure of the Golpell, . 


\heſhouid. hi.le it; be _ bis royal chrcs 
== 
date eas _ 


= þ | 0 ; 


The expo- 


5on. 
The king- 
dome of 


ena. IMO7 
what + reds God and his Angels;linne,deathand hell, 


The dini- attaining of it. Fororders 


Fai teaching,it may be diuided 
into two parts ; the firſt ſerterh downe the ineſtimable value 
of the Kingdomeaf Gog, It i 4 trgaſare hidgn the field; the (e- 
coptogen the highagcount that all Gods childrenmake 
of itpwhich when « man hath found, he goeth and hideth it,and for 
toy thereof, hedeparteth,and [clleth all that be hath, and buyeth that 

field. Firit of the former part.7 he kingdome of beauen u like on- 
to 4 treaſure hid in the field, | The thing which is here ſo much 
commended,is called the kingdome of heawenzand therefore we 
mult firſt enquire whatis mcantby it herein this place, The 
kingdome of beawen is taken in ſcripture,two waics; Firſt for that 
gloriouscſtate which the Saints and children of God ſhall 

when chey ſhall riſe with Chriſt Icſus, and ſhall raigne 


fake ns 


ng vetcrly c and ſubdued : this vic ofthis phraſe 
(the Bt xp aan is plaine enough & needs no proofe. 
Sccondly, it is taken for the meancs to bring vs tothis kin 
dome, andto enter vs into theatfurarice and poſleſſion ofit 
in this life;znamelythe ing of the word(which is called 
the jo na kingdoms )and the graces of Gods (pirie which 
» offered withthe word, and wrought thereby in the hearts 


ing of the Goſpell is called 
andis vur entrance into future ha 


=: 


that cleaneth on vs 
know thy 


xc preached among them,and fo they ſhould be depriued © 
all ordinaric mcavcs of life eternall, The ward ſhalbheretmo- 
ved, and when it ivonce be ſure thatthe gates Df hea- 
venare cucn barred vp again(} | 

he ſaw in his traucll, the ladder of Gad, andthe Angelsaſcen- 
dingand deſcending, and had the omiſle of 
ſaluation and of Gads continuall preſence&e made 
vnto him, then awaking he ſaid, Thus neneotberbut thrhouſe 
of God, and ihus 15 the gate of beawty : ſo that where God doch 
plcaſc ro manifelt and make knowne the fweetneile and ri- 
ches of his mercze (as he dotiyin his ward and Sacraments) 
there is the gots of braver, there isthe way and patſage ynto 
happiaciſe. Chrik reproueththe Phariſesand DaRorsof his 


time ; Hoe be to you (faith he) you have ſort vp the king dome of Math-23.1 3: 


heanen before wen. It you demaund how it wasintheir 


tplhuc vp heaucrh, our Saviour himſclfe ſhall ex it,yee Luk, 11.52; 
hage taken away the wrowvedge: chey ocanhi} chbproghl | 
inignorance, and did'nottcach them the waies of God,' at. 


they oughtto doe z therefore they were faide to ps 0. 
true 


way to heauen : ſothatwhere knowledge is offered, t 
taught,the dorine of faluationdiſcouered,there thegate of 
heaucn 13 | thoway to happinctlc is made plaine 
toall that deſire coenterin into it. As the ing ofthe 
Golpell is calledtheway andentrarice imo the ki of 
gloric in hcauen z ſoarc thoſe inward graces which the Lord 
worketh in his children by the word, tiled wich the ſame 
name; for which 
ING where the 1 
w wrote many graces,as vertxe,fauh, ywowledge,: - 
rance, patience, godlines, brotherly kindnes, love, obd eahoieng 
them by theſe things co make thei 

addes this as a reaſo; By this meanes an entrance ſhall benninsftred 
wnte you aboundantly, into the enerlaſting kingdome of our Lord 
and Saviour leſus Chriſt.S9 - wo 5k in this 
life, doc giue ancntrancc into that which is loo- 
ked for jothe lifero come. And the: 
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purpoſe 1 'referre you but to oneplace of + 
Apoſtle commending vnts them to 2,Pe.1.4.. 


calling. and eletFion ſure, | 


: 


v2 0 
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you. Wercad that /dobvehen” ©f2-28. 13 
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OE ere nN- 
ptr trotegoodmeaanh at ryan bethe 
(+> 90 e008 rn eG orthe inwird 
a which by che ourward meancs he conueycth into the 
of his choſen. And in ehisfenfe is this phraſe che kay - 
dome of heazen,to be taken inthisplace; ſo that when it is ſaid, 
T he king dome of heaven, it etna rene « had bene ſaid chus; 
The means Chen by which the way to heauen is rnade 
knowne vnto vs, & the truce knowledge of God, & of his for! 
Chriſt, begort& in our hearts,is as 4 rreaſure hidsn the field &c. 
| Suu Ott of this interpretation which out of the ſcriprure I 
- hauciuſtificdrouchingehis phraſe, the kovgdome of heawen, we 
Thefuf may byche way dcarnothus much; That no man ſhall be ad- 
4 mitted into the of heaucn hereafter,whodothnot 
| make-entrance into itinthis life. For ſeemg (as hath beene 
the kingdome of God hath two degrees (lt is begun 
oncarth, itis perfited and-made vp hereafter) it muſt 
, that no man ſhall poſleſſc it in heaven, that 
doth not take here on earth. The manner of ſpea- 
| «on, 20m ws Scripture, is for opening of this point worth 
Our Sauiour in his prayer a little before his 
Job.17.3, — that roknew God and him whom he bath lent Chrift 
deſm, is life : marke what is ſaide, « life ewerlaſ< 
meaning ir is the meancs' to a man "in- 
wY coat aſſurance offaluation ; m_—_— nutidef choſe 
2.10%3.14 belecuc, thatthey are alreadic t 
The future is begun in iſh, arent ar 
Job 3.18. ſaidofth that they arc condemmed afvradie * that 
is, hot damnation as cer, as if they were alreadie 


imo it; Soagain y theferuantsof God bei furni/ 
OTA 4 = theſe things 


_ ” *C) + » 47 
_ ſeales vnto them of that happineſſe which hercafter 
ſhall enioy. Thoſe whom the Lord will admittodwellin 

his glorious preſence inthe world to come, ke doth firſt 
trainc them vp in the ſchoolchouſc of his Church, & frames 
them by his word and Spirit vntothe inheritance, which he 
rey for them with himſclfe. It is a true ſaying of 
t ned, Opertet, wt quibus Deus pater ſu tjs eccleſia fit mater; 
they which will have God for their for , muſt axe 
Church for their mother. Heauen is (aid to be a new /ernſa- Rev.21.-4. 
lem,into which none ſhall come, but vew crearares,now inthe 3 <&*+517 
Church of God is kept that immortal ſerde of Gods holy word, 
by whichwe are borne ancw, and begotten vnto a linely bope 1.PE 1133- 
of eternal life. 

So then, heaucn cannot becnioycd in another world, cx- 

entrancebe made vnto it in this world: except the word 

God have outwardly called vs, and gy ſpirit inwardly rc- 
nued vsxthere is no ordinaric pollibilitic uation. 

The v(c of this is,todiſcoucr voto vsa notable pollicic of T5 Ye 
the diucls,and that is this: [a cuill thin ſeparates the end 
from the meancs : in good things, he the meancs 
from the ende..As for cxample,in cuil things he beareth men 
in hand, thatthey may Gafcly aduenture to vic the meanes of . . 
danynation,and goc the way that leads to hell, and yerthat for 
all that they ſhall not be damned, He makes a young man bc- 
lecue that he may reioyce in his youth, and walke in the way 
of his heart, and yet that he may that which Sa/owen 
Gith muſt come after, +4 z that for aur pe he muſt Eccle. 11.9. 
come to indgement:and yet God hath ſo ioyned theſe together, _ 
that neitherthe ſubcileic of youth,nor any wit of man,nor all 
the diucls in hell can ſcuer them, wiz: the pleaſures of the 


our 6rſt parents th ioyned thoſe two,ears 
TOI IReLs oy gs Bu 


haue the other : yet he broughe chem into that idle 
conccit, that they might cate and yet not d (perSeigen 
dicatall.) Ohthe les w| 1 hath begui- 
ledwith this ſubtiltic. Well,as io cyillt pang 
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from the meancs,fo in good things he cuts the meanes from 
the end: he perſwades men thatthey may be Saints in hea- 
uen,though they be diticls on carth; that they may haue glo- 

rie in heauen, though they have nograce in carth zthar they 

may raigne with God,though {inne raigne in them;thatrthey 

may be Citizens of the new /e-»ſ«/em, though they be nonew 

creatures z that they may ever dwell with Chriſt, chough his 

word doe neucr dwell with them 4 thatthe Lord will crowne 

them with immorralitic, though as long as they liuc here, 

theydoe cucn drownethemſclucs in worldlinefle. Hence it is 

Ss that many will profetie to ſeeke Gods kingdome, that yer 
"Marth. 6. 3 3'care notfor the riebieaſneſſe of his kingdome ; that will cric 
Num. zz, with Bakcam,O let ſole die the death of ther ig hreoneythat ne- 
Vph Py uct would fay with Danid,O that my wares were [0 deetted,that I 

'_ might keope thy ſtatutes, T beſecch youlet nor Sathan any lon- 

- gercoufen vs, ifhe haye thus hitherto deluded vs« The wwng- 

> , dome of boanen CI if we benotbegonten vnto God 
by the preaching ofthe Goſpel in this world, we cannever be 
 heireswith Chriſt in an other world ;- if we be not ſanRificd 


Mn: if we enternotinto the gate of heauen 
wedge in this world, we fhall be cuer- 

Fin Heanen in the workd rovcome. 

Fheauen, theſe meancs of fluation, arc 


— 


F 


- 


PAUL treaart 17; you don al velt know. 
That 


_——— 
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That the meanes of ſaluation, which giue vsan entrance into 
the kingdome of heaucn,are raj +5 cannot doubt, vn- 
leiſcwe will call the teſtimaonic of Gods Spirit inthis place 


into queſtion :wh is a rrea/wre, this onercaſon ma ſuffice, Thet. 


becauſe the word of Gag and the knowledge of lon Dottrine, 


cuntained therein, bri ynto Chriſt Ieſus, in whom ere Co.s.;. 


hid all the treaſures of wiſedome and e, and inwhom it 


bath pleaſed the Lord, that ol fulneſſe bonld dwell. If it bea Colt. 1g. 


treaſwre to cnioy Chriſt, then ſurely that thing deſcrueth to 
be called a Treaſure, that bringeth vato Chriſt. How exccl- 
lent atreaſure it is, will ſoone appeare, if we ſhall alittle com- 
parc it with thoſe carthly treaſures, for which the mcn of this 
world doc cagage their owne ſoules, and (cll away, them- 
ſclucs. Firſt,ancarthly treaſure, ough be of never ſo great 
price,though it may make a manricher,yct better in any one 
relpe it cannot make him 4, well it may make him worſe, 
_ draw him farther from God, but it is not ableto bring 
him one haircs breadth necrer ynto heauen : Afﬀſoone as he 


doth but cntcrtaine a delire to get it, forthwith (as Saint Pax r.Tim6.g 


faith) he falleth into tentation and ſnares, into man) fooliſh and noy- 

Some lit which do dr owne men in perdition and wn : when 
he hath it, without extraordinaric and ſpecial] heede taking, 
it (tcalcs away his heart, and when he hearcs of any good 
matter, holy it vp, it makes him proude, di 


tobccomecarcl:ile of the good: ſothat it wastrucly 


Gide of Chriſt, that it is a very hard matter for 4 rich man to en- Luk,18, 


ter inco the lyngdawe of God, Thus I fay an carthly treaſurchow- 
beitit may better a mis outward eſtate,yct it ciaddeno good 


. to his ſoulc, nay it may make his ſoulca great deale poorer 


the it was,& make the way to heauen harder then hefore.. But 
now this Treaſure of true knowledg & of grace,which is begot 
ten in vs by the preachingof rhe of another nature. 
For where the (oule of man by nature is of al other things the 
vileſt, and moſt d and loathſome inthe hehe of God, 
this bcautificth che ſoule,this purifieth & cleanſcth the harts, 
his colighteneth the minde, this pwrgeth | TRL 2 


Matth, 14+ 


incl me epir in Gods fauour, and ſo 2 
vaincly to preſu theis highly in , 0 32-, 
icfcl(t 


4 


" 


Rcclel,5 g, 


if: ob.-3-74. 
Pro, 20.15. 
Iay.19.8. 


leh, 14 23, ” &f e moſt 


” 
a _ 


renuerh ,,and int the man that hath this treaſre, 
heauenly promiſe verified and made good, / and 
my Father (ſaith Chrilt) will owe bins ,and we will come 1710 hing, 
and we will delFwich bins, Againe, of our [clues we 
were ſtrangers from God, andw ith- Adam banithed cut 
of his ce, and ſhut out of P5fMife, this treaſure, ax we 
thrive in haviog it; ſo,italfo brings vs (til! neerer and neerer 
ento'God, cuerie day frting vs vnto that vnſeparable and e- 
ternall vnion withthe Lord, in which we ſhall (ce him face to 
face,and know him as heis,andraigne with him in his glory. 
This is one excellencie of this treaſure aboue all carthly 
lewells ; they doeno goodto the ſoule, bur poiſon irrather, 
anddraw a man further from God ; this graniſherh the foule, 
and brings itencry day necrer vnto God. 
Aſccondexcellchcie which we ſhall fnde by compariſon, 
in this treaſure aboue earthly treafures, is this ; there is no 
carthly treaſure able toginevnto a mans foule any cruc con- 
tentment t Ir is a true ſaying of Se/omen, He that lowerh f/ner, 
ſhall net beſarofied with filuer, A ſtreame when it commeth 
foorth out of a ſpring, is but little and ſhallow ; but runnin 
further, and #15 010 motor falling intoir, it fwellerh 
and gr 


bigger to fach a ſtrength, thatit beareth all be- 
forcir:ſo the defire of man atthe firft (cemerh bur ſmall, and 
tobe onely fornecdefullthings; but the more it re- 
ecines, ' the bigger it waxeth, and becomes atthe laſt (as the 
Propherſpeakerh) bell, and fwalloweth vpall that comes 
intoitz and is asthe Horſe-feaches , which atwater 
ig, ant ran newer ſay it 1s . The Prophet //ay* 

a {imilitude of an hangrie man, who dreameth ({aith he) 
and behold be eateth and when be awabes his ſonle us emprie/ſoitis 
butaconceit of farixfaftion which thefe outward treafures 
docaffordandno trucconitentmem. Onthe other ſide, this 
rreafure ow ofherein'my text, it breedes contentment 
in cuery If aman have much,itrcacheth him the ſober 
and moderate vie of it, mn Arne of his de 
fire, ' atd fb rauifherh his minde with the loue of Chriſt and 
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the th;wgs below, which the world ſo much admireth, 


greedily catcheth tor. 16 he have lictle,it reacherh him ſora 
re(t vpon Gods prouidence,andtodelight himlelfc with the 


m_— 


and ſa Col.z.2. 


hope ofthe gloric to come, that a /aval{ hing 19 hen ſhall be bet- Plal. x7.16. 


ter then preat riches to the wicked and mightie. It eauſeth him to 
hold this fa't asa ground that cannet deceive him 4-that.he 


that hath giuen Chriſt unto him, cannet but with him gine him Roms. as: 


all things alſo. 

Thirdly, of the treaſures of this world there isnoetlu- 
rance;this isthe end ot all carthly poll: ſſions,cither they are 
taken from vs, or we trom them 3 and he that hath the moſt; » 


and with the greateit (crlednctie, yer (as Daw faith) be ſhall Phal.gg. 19; 


take nothing away when he dxcth, nether ſhall kss porup deſcend af- 


ter him ; hc came naked, and mult retwrne naked, [tis truce which Tob.1.21.. 


I hauc read, vſcd ina plaine compariſon, that it falleth out 
with many of the great (torers of this world, as. it doth with 
Sumpter horſe, who all the day carricth the treaſure of his 
Lord vpon his backe z but at night it istaken fxom him, and 
he thruſt into a foulc (table, and allthe benefit he reaped by 
the carriage , is, that he is cuen tired with the weight of it : {o, 
many wealthy ones of the world, they arc but the carriers of 
wealth through the toyleſome iourncy of this-preſenc life : 
butwhen comes,their treaſure is taken from them,and 
ehey perhaps for theirill vſingit,thrult ingo hell;wherechey 
finde, that all the good they reape by their ſuppoſed good, is 
this, that it isan cuerlaſting burthen to their ſoule, and an c- 
ternall gall vnto cheir conſcience, But now this treaſwre is- 
ſuch,as neither by fire,nor tempeſt,nor violence of r "X 
nor by death it ſcife can be taken from him that Qaceenioy- 


cthit, It is trucly ecarmed durable richer gand a bag that carmot Pro. 8.18. 
waxe ofa, a treaſure that can noner faite. It accompanicththe Luk,z2 


foule,when death hath pancdirmmmaneule Ramaree 1 

ſence of Gud ; it gives him-comfort before him, and 

helpe to cnereafe his happinetleandtafill vp themeaſure of * 

his ioy, which che Lord hath prepared. for him in his king» 

dome. Thus[ haucſhewed $the things pertaining. 

to life eternall,arc acrealure, a ep gon Joees Derandthe 
£ treaſures : 


treaſuresofthe price, which the men ofthe world 
doc (ecke for: beautifie the ſoule,and further the (alua- 
tionofir , juc contentment to the ſoule, whereas out- 
ward treafures breed vexation : they laſt cucr, whercas all o- 
ther things are ſubic to yncertaintie. 
Theſe. There isa good vic tobe made of this point. 7 here be many 
Pld.y.6. (ſaith Dawd) that ſay ybowill ſpew 3 any good ? There is a kind 
of deſire in man by the veric inſtin& of nature, to be parta- 
ker of the true good, by which to make him(ſclfe happic 
intheende. Weall agree, goodisto be ſought for : buc a- 
boutthe particular, what is good, there we are moſt decei- 
\ - ued.” The things of this world, with the glittring ſhewes 
_ thereof, have fo bewicched vs, that (like \_ e vpon 
- the dynghill) 'we doe more eſteeme a barley corne, t 
Matt,6.33, the trucrregure of Gods holy word;then the kingdeme of God, 
andrhe righteonſneſſe thereof. That which may doc our ſoules 
good, that we care not for : that which a thouſand toone 
will poyſon vs, andlike bird-lime ſo gleweth together the 
winges of ourminges, that we can hardly ſoare vp aloft after 
heavenly things,thatall our ſtudic is to abtaine. The treaſure 
which is onely able tocontentvs, is euen loathſlome vnto 
vs : but charteding and ſeeming good, which is atorment 
tothe minde, and can breede nothing but vexation, that 
wealfe@ z anditis the principall exerciſe of our thoughts, 
howwe way procure it. The commoditic which neuer fai- 
leth, and neither Sathan nordcath can depriuevs of, is vile 
L- beforevs and the more freely it is offered, the more baſcly 
itiscſtcemed : that whichwhilc he live here, we cannot fur 
our lives be ſure of, and when we dic we are ſurc to [cave be- 
- ©, hindvy, cucenthatweonelyaime at, and itis the pringipall 
"| endeofour chicteſt endeyours, Thus,as //ay ſaith, out 
r Ap 5.6. filver but not for bread : anda Salomon (peakes,we calt our eyes 
| Provaazs, *Po*that which is nothing. He that ſhould take vpon him to 
' reade a Iefture of Chriſt, andto reach men a way, by which 
| _ they be rich quickly, it is veric like he ſhould have 
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- and rholt 'mens carcs would be open to 


heare his coonſcll. ” He that houl (as —— 
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keth) preach of wine and ftrovy drinke, or of gay cloathing, or Mic.z.tr, 

give men precepres of pollicicand diffembling,ſuchanone 

ſhould be well followed. Onely the ſchoole- of Chriſt, in 

which the rules arc taught of life etcraall, hath fewe: that 

, care, wore then for cuſtome and neceſſitic, tocome vnto ir. 

Fhus we are (as.the (cripture {peaketh) right like children z an Ep" 4 14; 
Apple, atoy, a baby pleaſketh vs : buttoralketo vs of a bap- | 
pmcsthar ſhall neucr be ended,, of comfort that ſhall ncuer 
be remoued, of gloric that ſhall ncuer be diminihed, of a 
king dome that cannot be ſhaken ; it is (a8 Salomon faith) like (row 14 bra 18, 
in ſommer, athing that alw-ics ſcemes vaſcaſonable., Well, Pro. 26.1+ 
whatlocucr mens opinions or canccits be, yet the word-of 
God is true and cannot faile ; the word of GOD and the 
knowledge thereof, is a pearle of invaluable worth, the 
graces of Go4s ſpirit arc a treaſure, the price whereof can- 

| not ducly be cltcemed : herthat hath this ercaſure cannot 

be poore, though tothe world he be neucr {o- miſerable 3 

he that hath irnur, cannot berich , though in the-cics ot 

men he be neuer {o glorious. Artthowa man that art ig- 
norant of the miſterie. of Chriſt, thatrakeſtnodelighe-1n 
the knowledge and vnderſtan4ing of bis word, | that doc(t 

|  notfeelc in thy ſelfe the power of Gods ſpirit to renuesthee; 

j be thou what the u wilt, for riches, for birch, for opinion of 
honeltic 1n the cies of menzyca didde(t thou wearca-crowne, 
of couldit commaund 2 kingdome, yetartthou a baſe and 
wretched creature before God. Ontheother- lidegis the word 
of God precious in thy (ight?doeft thou fiade the opening 
applyingrherof ſweet vnto thee?doelt chou feele Chrilt lefus þ.. 
raigning in hy hearr, bythe ſtecogrhand power ob his {pirit? 
though thou be bebind the Ewes wuh young with Dand, or fit P11 58.719 
it ihe 4b; with 1ob, 'or lic at the gate ful efforeswith Larars, 1-b.2.8. | 

. yetthou haſt a rich ſouteywhileathon liueſt here,God wil not Luc. i 6-206- 

| forſake thee; when thou art gone hence, hewillreceiuerhee © © 
into cuerla{ting habitations. I wold this right work with vs, 

ro make'vy value this treafure avitdocth. deſerue,, &tofet __ 

ourlcluesfrom henceforthto be parcakergofit, Well, torhe 

ende we may maruell che leiſe; thatthe | 
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offered inthe word, being « treaſure, ſo fewe (for all that) doe 
"_ eu gr 1 atm followes, 

Expoſitid; Itisatreafare bidin t d. Itisfaid to be a biddentre ofire 

A bid nd 9 In by yen wearer gi. 

treaſure. worldly men; but is,in the prouidence of Cod, carricd after 

The third ſuch a fort, that carnall men can ſce no worth or excellencic 

dofirine, tobe init: beginne firſt with Chriſt, in whom the ground of 

Col.z.z, all our happinciſc herh hid (as Paxlipcaketh) ; what appea- 

rance of anyexcellencic to be in him, is there in the opinion 

of anatursl| man?A man excecding poore,not hauing where- 

_— _—_ head, 11] followed with a lillic ſort way ox 

men of no note, hated, perſccutced,cuill ſpoke n of, de{pi- 

ſed bythoſe that were reputed wile, accuſed, 2m _ 

to a ſhamefull and opprobrious death ; what likelihood js 

there inthis inthe judgement of a man, that vnder all this 

2 baſcnes and contempt, the trea(ures of happinelle ſhouldlie 

Manh.r x. hid ? who would thunke that this reicted perſon, this fone 

3 41, whom all the wiſe builders refuſed, howld be the bead of the corner, 

and ſhould be the peace-maker betwixt God and man, con- 

querer of Sathk,the maſterer of death, the reconciler of man- 

kindevnto God ? This is a miſteric of miſtcries, this is (as 

_ the Apoſtle callerh it) che verie hid wſedome of God. And this 

was a vaile before the eyes of many ,cuEthe wiſe of the world. 

Whenthe preached of one leſus that was crucified, 

they could wg it, why they ſhould bclecue or 

placetheir hope © vnlikely a Saviour. Come downe 

next vnto the why! wy meanes the word and Sacraments. 

. The treaſure of the word is brought to vs ——_— le 

. - dothnot ſceme probable, that by the preaching of a lilly 

* "man, oneof littienore in the world, Icſus Chriſt with all his 

+. _ treafurcs ſhould be offered vnto vs. 0 re the ancient 

phraſcof prophane men;zotearme it rhe food/bne: of preaching, 

notone among many that neth that there is ſuch ſtore 
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ban wes much diſcontented,& thought it an idlething, 
that he ſhould come fo farre out of his owne countrie, as 
h there had not bene Rivers there, as good as [ordaxe : 
ſo when the ſeeming wiſe men ofthe world, heare the 
and direQtion that God giues, that if they would have 
treaſure of his heauenly grace, by hearing they muſt ſceke 
torecciue itz they ſcorne it by and by, mcaſuring all by the 
outward ap and doe not {ce the grace that is hidden 
vnder it. The ſame may be ſaide ofthe Sacraments. There is 
bread and wine inthe Lords Supper, there is water in Baptil- 
me, (imple things to a carnall eye ,who would thinke that 
ynder theſe creatures were hid the ſcales and pledges of the 
kingdome of heauE?No marucl thethat itis called a hidden 
wy itis ſo vp ina ſimple hiſtoric of a crucified 
Sauiour,and vntovs info Clly« meanes as the voice 
and miniſteric ofa mortall man, and in ſuch ſlender and vn- 
likely elements, of water, bread and wine, and ſocrofling in 
all things vntoreaſon,thatthe quickeſt eye of a naturall man 
F can neuer (pic it out, he would rather thinketo find the trea- 
ſure of grace and life eternall any where, then there where it 
is by the wiſedome of God pointed out vnto vs. This is one 
| reaſon why the treaſure of faluation, and meanes leading vn- 
coit,is called a hidden treaſure. Before we come to note the 
| ſecond reaſon, let vs make vic of this : we may learne ſundric 
good things from it. 
Firſt, itſheweth vnto vs the true cauſewhy ſo fewe doc- The-1.2/, 
ſteeme and make reckoning ofthe meanes of faluation, but 
doe cuen patſeby it, as aching not worth the looking on: 
Saint Pax/ giueththe reaſon,T be God of this world (that 18, the 2.Cor. 4.4, 
diucll) hath blanded their neindes, that the light of the glorious. 
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miniſteric of man, and vnder thoſe bareclements of bread 
andwine at the Lords Table ; they would never dare (az they 
doc) totreade thoſe holy things as it were vnder their feete, 
toſtoptheir cares tothe calling of the one,and to turne their 
backs from the partaking ofthe other, But the wiſedome of 
Godis infinit,and his _—_—— are ſecret, his Spirit bloweth 
where it liſtetth : it pleaſeth him (as Chriſts words arc) to bide 
theſe things from the wye and pradent,and toreweale them wnts 
babes. The great men andthe DoRtors invur Sauiours time, 
could fee nothing in him, why rbey ſbowld defire bum ; but yet 
the choſen of God (aw his gloricyas the glorie of the onely begot- 
ten Sorne of God, full of grace and truth, When the greateſt part 
could behold no cxcellencic in him,but preferred cuen their 
fivine before him,and called him Seweritarc,and (aid be had 4 
dinelizyet then ſome (as Marthaand Maric,and their brother 
Lazarts,and Zachenws,andſuchlike) ſaw the treaſure of grace, 
which was ſhrowded vnder that weake and ſimple ſhew,which 
he made to the world.So it fell out afterwards in the times of 
the Apoſtles,a great many deſpiſed both them and their doc- 
trinc as matters of no worth, in which there was no likeli- 
hood of any heavenly thing ; yet cuenthen the eyes of ſome 
were opened, and they ſaw in that baſene(le the wiſedome of 

the power of God. This is the wiſc and vnſcarchable 
diſpenſation of the moſt high : and with this, ioall humilitie 
it becommeth vstoremaine ſatisfied zonely this caveat muſt 
be giuen toall thoſe whoſe hearts ſecretly docetell them,that 
they arc the parties who ſee no ſuch matter in theſe 
things, which ſome ſo greatly magnife, (I meane the word 
and Sacraments) they cannot perceiuc any ſuch power to be 
in the preaching and publiſhing of che Golpell, that they 
ſhould fo much reverence it, or come to hearc it, or be ruled 
by it z they cannot vnderſtand how thele creatures of bread 
and wine,ſhould be ſuch notable helpes to amans 
butletthera remember 


ſeluesin their ſenſelefſe blindn 


the fearctull{aying ofthe Apoſtle, four Gofpel be hid, it i hid 
"Te 3 is- 
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to them that are left:if the treaſure of faluation be holden from 
vs, through the ſeeming baſeneiſe and weakenetle of the 
meanes, by which it pleaſcth God that it is offeredtovs, it is 
no matter to be rejoyced in, itis a fearefull ſigne z it isfo ſtill 
with none but thoſe that are loſt, whom the Lord hath left 
vntodeſtruRion. This is one vic. 

A ſccond is, to admoniſh vs to beware how in the thinges The 2. w/e. 
which concernethe kingdom of God,we do meaſure matters 
accordingtothe outward ſeeming. Paw/ſaith, writingto the 1.Cor.1.23 
Corinthians ; That whe he preached Chriſt among the Jewes, 
they required a ſigne,they looked for ſome great miracles,and 
ſome exrraordinaric teſtimonie from heauen, to be giuento 
the doArine : the Gentiles, whoabounded in humane lear- 
ning,and were skilfull in Artes,they expeRted wiſedome,clo- 
quence,excellencieof words,and by this meancs,the Golpell 
of Chriſt was fooli/oneſſe to the one,and a fambling block to the > > 
other : they looked fo high, that they deſpiſed and thoughe 
baſcly of the ſtmplicitte of the Goſpell. Theirerror mult be 
an example vnto vs. Our manner isto looke vpon outward 
circumſtances, the age, degree, birth,wealth, learning ofthe 
ſpeaker:and as there wasa queſtion made of Chriſt, when he 
was Called Iclusof Nazareth, Canthere any good thing come ont 1gþ, 1.x, 
of Nazareth ? ſo we imagine there can come no great thing, 
where, inthe. iudgement of flcſhand blood, there is ſo great 
vnlikelihood?Butwe mutt remember that this is called a hid- 
den treaſure ; that many times is, where a man would leaſt of 
all ſuppoſe irto be. Therich treaſures ofthe carth (gold, fil- 
ver, &ſuch uke) are not ordinarily fetched out of the goodly 
heldes,adorne wich gralle, flowers,trees, hearbes,&c. but out 
ofthe more barrEplaces,out of grofids which otherwiſe may 
ſceme to be good f&Fnothing : ſothe graces of God are for 
the moſt part brought co vs by the weakeſt inſtrumers, & by 
thoſe which carrie the leaſt ſhew in the world: & the Apoſtles 
giucs arcaſs for it,ſufficierro ſarisfic any man,7T hat rhe exrelle- 2,Cor. 45, 
Cie of the power might be of God, and not of vs: & againe, That our 1,Cor,z.y. 

faith ſhould not be in the wijedore of men,but in the power of God. It 
the Lord ſhould vſually employ ſuch inftruments, as for .* + © 
G 2 Out- 


outward reſpets we ſhall be readic to admire, it would be an 

occalion ſomething to darken the gloric of God, & we would 

aſcribe that tothe meancs,which is in the power of God one- 
' lytoperforme z whereas now, God viing weake and valikely 
means, it mult make vs to fay, when we feele our (clues con- 

Plal.1.8.zz. ucrted and comforted thereby;This isthe finger of the Lord, 
| {t is bis dotng,and ut mar nellous un our cyes. - 

The 3.J/ſe- Thirdly,we arc yet to make an other vic thereof,vis : that 
| ſccing thistreaſure is hidden to the naturall men, therefore 
| we would beg carne(tly of God, to enlighten our minds : we 

Plal.z19, ſhould pray with Damid, O Lord open my eyes, that [ may ſee the 
18, wonders of thy Law. When Ehfeathe Prophet and his ſcruant 
were together,and the king of Aram had {cntan hoſt of men, 
with horſcs and Chariots to take him, his ſcruant at the ſight 
of it wasafraidc,and cried out, Alas Maſter, what ſhall we doe ? 
>Kieg, 6. Eliſha praicd tothe Lord and (aid $ Lord, | beſeech thee open his 
19% 06s, that be may ſee, He (aw not the multitude of heauenly 
ſouldicrs, who were there readic to guard Eſha, till the Lord 
opencdihis eyes : ſo when wecome totheexercilcs of religi- 
Tah,q, - ONitfarcth with vs as it did with the woman of Semeria;little 
ſhe that that ſilly man that fate there alone, crauing 
of her a little water,was the Sauiour of the world:ſo we do not 
imagine,that life and faluation is tendered to vs,in thoſe baſe 
meanes which are vicd inthe Churchybut if we ſhall pray the 
Lordto open our cycs, as Ehfbadid for his ſcruant, then we 
Ifay.53-2, ſhall ſce that which belore lay hidden, eucn the arwe of the 
Rom. 1.16. Lord of Gad untoſaluation. This is one reaſon why it 
js calleda hidden treafurcand theſe be the ves of it. 
The 4, Aſccond reaſon why it is called a hidden treaſure is,to 
Deftrine,” Vs in minde ofthe greatpaines and care which we muſt vſe in 
the ſceking afterit.. Treafures cannot be yo_ but by dig- 
vcricbowels of - 


ging deepec, and by ſcarching cuen into 
Mank.r 1. Io ite mean boy (faith our Sauivur Chriſt) - 
10, ſuffereth wh men take it by ferce zthere isno comming | 


| in atthefraite pete, without L 
} Ink 19.4. ts PEA Br 4 a Fu careleſneſle,we thinke to 
|  Thewe, goctohcaucnait werein beds of downe of all other mat- 
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nat Lord, cf find! 


care 
hidden treaſure of aluation. 


ters,we cofit it the calieſt thing to be ſaued.We cofeile,a man 
cinot be rich without care, without induſtrie, without riſing 
carly, and going late to reſt, without forwardneiſeto take c- 
uery As 520 pe Grey ___ as for life cternall,che 
riches of Chriſt, the treaſure of ſaluation z we thinke, that, 
though we loiterat home, &lic in bed when we ſhould cone 
to heare;th we care notto lend our cares when we arc at 
Church,though we ſceke for no knowledge in the Scripture, 
though we hauc no wraſtling againſt our owne c Ions, 
yet we may doe well enough, heauen ſhall be caſt vpon vs, 
though we doc neglet and deſpiſe the meanes tocome vnto 
it. Soagainc, the bare reading ofthe text ofthe Scripture, 
would well enough content vs z we make no account, we 
haue no dclire of any further opening. To reforme theſe e- 
vils, the Spirit of God callesthe meanes of faluation a hid 
ercaſure. Indeed the word of God is the field where it is hid ; 
bu as,in ſearching for ſiluer and gold, we ſtay not the 
vpper face of the ground, but digge into the verie of 
the carth : ſo ink ins after the knowled of 
and the comfortable vnderſtanding ofthe miſterie of Chriſt, 
the vpper face and letter of the text muſt not ſatisfie vs, but 
we mult dcefire to have the hidden mifſtcries thereof ſought 
out and reucaled to vs, that will enrich our ſoules with wiſe- 
dome and ſpirituall vnderſtanding. The ſpeech of Safemen 
(with which 1 will conclade) is very agreeing hereunto, fo 
O_ inesand diligence muſt be vſcd, in ſecking out 
knowledge and crieft for under ng, if thou ſcekeft her as filner, 
and ſearcheſf for ber as for mma. free de ur 
be knowledge of Ged.So that by a ſlight, 
| carriage,men ſhall notattaineto the ' 
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of this 07% 1nrew=. & If thes caleſt after Pro.2.1.4.5 ; 


Theſecond Sermon. 


Which when a man bath foxnd, be bideth it, and for ioy thereof de- 
parieth and |clleth all that be bath,and bujeth that field. 


FI E arc now come tothe ſecond part ofthis 
fgieext, which ſheweth the high account 
{/£\ [which all Gods children make of the 
things which concerne the kingdome of 
God z which when « man hath found, he bi- 
deth,avd for io) thereof ſelleth all that he hath 
| IS "F'ro buy it. This high account madeby the 
| childreaof God,is ſhadowed forth vnto vs, vrder the perſon 
Theexpo- ofa man, that hath found a treaſure of ſome more then ordi- 
ſition. rarieworth, in whom (asarguments of his cſteeming it) are 
notedtheſc things; Firſt,his care to hide it; ſecondly,his ioy 
that he hath found it; thirdly,his conucrſation what is beſt to 
be done for the obtainingit;fourthly,his reſolvtion,toſell all 
thatcuer he hath, rather then mille it z and laſtly,his buying 
it. All theſe do note out ſore thing or other in a Chriſtiangin 
his cntertainemevt of the mcancs vfaluation when it is offe- 
red, andin his labourto poſlcſſc it, according as (God wjl- 
ling) by the examination of the ſeucrall points we ſhall per- 

cciuc, 

The firſt is, he hidesit-: farre to purſue and preſſc euery 
thing ina parablczisnotthe ſoundeſt and ſureſt wayexceptit 
be agreeing and proportionable to the maine drift and (co 

of thewhole place.” Andtherefore we mult not imagine the 

biding here ſpoken of, to be like that which is vſed by greedie 

minded men, which ſccke by all means toſecret and keepe 

cloſe the treaſure they hauc found, to the end that no man 

» Elſe may be partaker of it;for,in the finding of the treaſure of 

| ſaluation, it isfarre otherwiſe ; whoſocuer hath found it in- 
| deed,is deſirous to bring others tothe knowledge of it; as we 
|  Jok.r,gr, ſee inthe examplesof Andrew (who alſoone as he had found 
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ia haſt;to makeall her neighbours acquainted with what ſhe 


Chriſt wentto call Peter) and the woman of Semaria,that ran Jok.q TH 


had ſcene z hence is that which Daxid (aid, / bae not hid thy Plal. 40.10, 


righteon/nes within my beart, but I hane declared thy truth and thy 
ſalxation, I hae not concealed thy mercie and thy trutb from the 
great congregation : but this hiding is otherwile to be taken. 
For, ſetting alide the greedic intent of hiding a found trea- 
ſure,there may be a goodand an hone(t purpole in keeping it 
clolc, ariſing partly out of the fcare a man hath of being a- 
gaine depriucd ofthe good thing he hath found, and partly 
alſo out ofa purpole better to examine it,he knowing that he 
may be perhaps decciucd, ſuppoling that to be a trealure 
which is buta trifle, and tobe of great value, which yetin= 
deed is nought worth. To this hiding, ariſing 
cauſes,and done for thele ends,the holy Gholt al 
inthis place z and ſucha kind of hidbvg ig vicd by cucry true 


Chriſtian, when the mcanes of ſaluation and life cternallis 
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tendered vnto him in the preaching of the Goſpell, Zheve Plal r19.rt 
bid (faith Dawid) thy promyſe in my heart : the Virgo Marie kept Wnik.2.51. 
all Chrifts ſaywmgs in her heart:the words that 1 commannd thee Deut6.6. 
Jhall be in thy beart z exen in the middeſt of thy beart (ſaith Salo- Prow 421» 
won): and againce,1{thew wilt receine my words and tide my com. abode 
mandement 1 within thee,then thou ſhalt finds the knowledge of God, * = 


The neceſlitic of this ſo diligent and carcfull hiding, . ariſcth 
out of the malitious ſubtilrie of the diuell ; who like a rauc- 
nous bird, waitcth vpon the ſowing of the good ſeede 3 and 
becauſe he knoweth thatthe laying itvp, is ſucha {tepvnto 
life cternall,theretfore helaboureth to ſteale it away outof the 


heart,and by drawing mens thoughts to ſome other matters, - 


to bringthem by all meanesto forget it, Nowzas ſpeaking of 
the hiding of an carchly treaſure, I faid it ſprang out of two 
things : firſt,a feare tolooſe it:fecondly,a care tocxamineit; 
fochis ſpiricuall biding, fetcheth the beginning from the ſame 
cauſcs, Firſt of all; the child of God, hearing the doQrine of 
falnation liucly and powerfully diſcoucred by the Prevening 
ofthe Golpell, the ſufhiciencic that is ja Chriſt to auc all bey 


kcuing linners, the richerof Gods mercic in pins, the king 
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6 nefeand yratioataciſcofhie promilcz provoke alto; 
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vnto hi with ſome that he hath ofthe doc- 
trinc, and ſome feeling of the that might returne vnto 
his owne foule thereby : there is a feare alſo, leaſt throu 
ſome either negle, or vynworthinelle of his owne, he ſhould 
mile of ſo excellent a commoditie, and cut himſclfe ſhort of 
ſuch a heauenly bleſſing. To this end, to make good this 
_- (which yer notwithſtanding is by good experience 
iently knowne tocuery true Chriſtian) we may alleadge 
that ſaying ofthe Plalme, O Lord, there i mercie with thee that 
theomuicf befeared-ſothat even the verie mercic of God cau- 


 eththe godly to feare, leaſt they ſhould any way deprive 


them(ſclucs of ſo gratious a God as the Lord is, by che 
andteſtimonic of his word. Saint Pax/ſpeaking of the for- 
row which was among the Corinthians, which he tearmes a 


«.Cor.g.qr £24) ſorrow, andeyen the very mother of rrze repentance, a- 
mon 


Heb.4.r. 


you 


other fruits that it brought forth, reckoneth vp feere : 
feare (faith he) hath it wrought ? By which feave, I ſce 
not whatother thing can be meant, then a certaine frightfull 
paſſion in the minde,ſpringing out of fome conceir,that they 
might by their owne folly ſhut vp themſelues out of the fa- 
uour of God,and debarre them(clues of the comfortable en- 
ioying of his mercic. And itſcemesto me, that this was the 
very thing,which the Apoſtle, knowing the behoofulneile of 
it, ary ICDs nero othng _ ws feare 
therefore (faith he) leaſt at av time ing the promiſe of 
ng into bis r ere eddfeoms ole dined As if he 
had ſaid ; You ſee what a gracious promiſe the Lord maker, 
what comfort will follow vpon the entertaining it : let vs 
therefore looke to it, that we cut not our ſelues off, by our 
owne and ſo come ſhort of that reſt which is ſet be- 
fore vs. I may adde toall this thewords of Pas/, which doe 
well with this matter, Worke ont your ſaluation with feare 
and trembling. The ſeruants of God (till, thefuller (i 
have ofthe riches of Chriſt, and ofthe rreaſare of cternall 
life, the more is their feare, leaſt by any meanes they might 


anotenioy it. This fcarecauleth them to make much cucn of 


cucry 


they 


| 


enery word of comfort which the Scripture affoords them, 
and to be vnwilling to Ict any of it to fall to the ground yn- 
remembred. Eucn asa man that hathcffended the Law,atlt 

by deſcrt knoweth himſclic to be the childe of death, greedi- 
ly laicth hold ypon cach word, which (comming from him, 
inwhoſe power it is cither to ſauc or deſtroy him) may put 
him intoany (mall hope of eſcapingzeuery fillable,nay cucry 
Lind louke is deare vnto him:ſo he that finds his owne milc- 
rable and wretched eſtate through ſinne, when he heareth a- 
ny thing of the grace and mercie of God, catcheth at it with 
that cagernetle, and liſtencth toit with that feruencic of de- 
lire,as it he were loth that ought ſhouldeſcape him he laicth 
vpeuery ſpecch that carricth with it any comfort,and giueth 
it a dwelling cucn inche molt ſecret cotners of his heart. I re- 


member what1 rcad in the Booke of Kings, that the King of 1,Kiog, 33, 


Aram, being 1n the warre taken by the King of /ſrael, his ſcr- 
uants came in all humble and ſubmiſle manner to aske par- 
don,with ſacke-cloth vpon their loynes, & ropes about their 
necks, now (ſaith the text) the men toocke diligent beede fiber 
con/d catch any thing of the king of [[racl : and = they d 
him ſay,/: he yet aluwe?he is my brother : they made haſt and ſaide, 
thy brother Benhadad, they laide hold vpon that word,becaule 
it ſcemed to argue ſome relenting and compallion in the 
King toward thcir Maiſtcr. And fo Farech it with a man wholc 
heart God hath touched, his heart is open to treaſure vp the 
words of gracc,andto lay hold cuen vpon the leaſt inkling of 
faluation. So that feare to looſe the bleſſing, begets a care to 
hide the bleſſing, The next thing that mooucth the children 
of Gced to hide in their hearts the doatine of (aluation offe. 
red vntothem in the preaching of the Goſpell, is, an intent 
and purpoſe which they hauc,{crioully to ſcan,and through- 
ly to examine it z cuen asa man (according as I (aide before) 
chat hath found a treaſure,keepes it cloſe,till he be ſure that it 
is as good as hetakes it to be. There is nothing ſo ſecure and 
preſuming, as ignorance and blindnetſe: and none ſeerne to 
freer from all doubes that they arc inthe way to life, then 
they which are notas necourel, no not the very firſt 
vw 


wnto it:on the other fide there be none fo icalous ouer them- 
klues, none thatcaſtſo many perils, none that arc ſo inqui- 
firiuc, and ſo dilrgent to ſearch out couching martcrs of reli- 
gion, andthe meanes of (aJuation, as thoſe who are now asir 
were in the firſt degree of conuerſion, They think with them- 
ſclucs, they doc indeede heare of a way and meancs tocomie 
eo heau&which if it betheright way, is very worthyrhe entcr- 
taining ; thereforeas they will not raſhly embrace it,till they 
know more of it, ſo will they neither veterfy diſclaime it, bur 
willlay it ypin their hearts, (meaning by prayer and hearing, 
and obſcruing the Scripture,& by the vic ofall good meanes, 
to labour to Low whether it be the veric thing which it is 
idto be) the gare of grace, and the way to happinetſe. This 
is a thing whercof we hauc a memorable example in thoſe of 
Ar7, Bereazthey founda trea/wrein Paxls preaching, yer becauſe 
they knew well they might be miſled,) therefore they laicd 
itvpin their hearts, and brought it to the touchſtone, to ſee 
whether it would hold there.They ſearched the Scrip wre (ſaith 
the text) whether thoſe things wereſo : they did neither reieR 
the dodrine, wnder a pretenee that the Apoſtles were but 
men, and might deceiuesthem, neither yer did thzy hand o- 
ver head without enquiric entertaine it;butthey heard it with 
reverence, andthen examined it It is the thin _ _ A 
ſle exhorts cucry man vnto, Proxe your /e bues (faith he 

4 Mo eeherze are inthe farth.Trie againe emp ainc how it hey. 
with you, it is an calic thing to be deceiued:andin ſuch a caſe 
as this is, which c6cernes your foules, it isa dangerous thing 
tobe miſtaken. This is the ſecond cauſe of hiahng and ſtoring. 
this trea/wre, the mcanes uf faluation, the knowledge and vn- 
derſtandirig of it in the heart, viz. : that by that mcanecs ir may 
FL, 119-140 be tried and Examined, that ſo lege may ſay tie) a8 
Lord thy word u proned moſt thy ſernant [oweth it: 1 
tried the worth ofit,&1 of axxo” burembrace it, Thus 
much for this hiding abner I may call the firſt degree in a 
rs conucrlion) the meaning,and the cauſes of it. Let vs 

mak Giri our clues, - 
Thevſe. _Thevicofitis,totcach yswhatwe muſt firſt doc;if we de- 


ſire 


ap 15 pe ere 
c our c true knowlc: 
and right vnder{tanding of the meanes of ctcrnall life, with 
which the Lord hath beene, and is daily pleaſed to make vs 
acquaintcd by his word, If we ſuftcr our thoughts to be 
traughted and ſtuffed with other idle matters (in compari- 
ſon) of worldly profir,. of vaine plcaſurcs, fo thatthere is no 
roome for the word of truth to harbour ; it we letignorance, 
blindncile,vncharitablenetle, obftinacic, frowardnelilc, (o to 
keepe as it were the doore of our hearts, that the things that 
belong tothe Kingdome of God can hauc nocntric, we ſhall 
but deeciue our (clues in hoping to be laucd. AsT progued 
that there is no happinelile inthe world to come, cxceptitbe 
begua in this world ; ſo it is certaine, true. happineſle cannot 
be beguane in this world, without the right vnderſtanding of 
the dotrine of faluation,grounded ypon Chriſt Icſus:excepet 
this pcarle be ſtored vp carefully, and hidden inour hearts, 
we can neither liuethe life of grace now,nor the life of gloric 
hereafter. I pray then,letvs thinke well with our ſclues,what 
ſhall become of a great many of vs; put caſe the ſecrets of our 
hearts were as well knowne vnto men as they areynto Gad, 
or to our owne (clues, alas what poore ſtorers ſhould we be 
foundto be of this heauenly commaditic? The hcart of man 
is of greatreccit, and able to containe many things z I know 
that vpon this privie ſcarch we ions be found cmptic, 
butcuen peſteredrather wich the world and the things there- 
of, andevery one of our inward lodgings cuen altogether ta- 
ken vp therewith: but this inthe end would be the ilſuc,that 
the word of Chriſt,the doctrine of God,the knowledge of (al- 
vation, the wayto life, is argcere ſtranger vnto vs, one that 
chrough a king of neceſſitic encreth. in me at the out- 
ward gato of our earcs, but can-neuer findeany eo 
ment in our hearts, Nay ,, pany will be found Ark > 
uz 


blcnce of fo 
ocllewhen 


Wbbaes they are © gone;but,that men | inc 
with themſclues, rhat let the word of the e roult 
where itwil;ſure wirh chem note tendon moe knocke 
andknocke agairicatthedoorc of their hearts, bur yet 
will notopen ro receive ir. For ſure, ifwe had Llpolicion to 
make our foules as a cheſt for the knowledge of God in 
Chriſtto be hid in, we ſhould ſee & behold berrer fruits then 
theſe: Herhat had a eating to hide the meanes of ſaluation 
in his heart, wonld not hide himfſelfe in a chamber, orvnder 
a nite , or inanale-houſc, when the ſame were offcred tO 
ique afſemblic ſhould be a witnelle of his delire; 
fs diligence there, ſhoulddiſcouer the readinelle of his 
es to treaſure vþ the knowledge of God revealed inthe 
Scripture, Butwhence is it may wethinke, that men had ra- 
ther afford the vſe of their hearts to any [thing then tothis 
'hidden treaſure of the Goſpell?Surely cuen from hence,that 
men haue no feeling of their owne ſpirituall pouertie ; and 
"therefore finding this rreeſire, and meeting with it againe, 
and againe neicher doc any thing fearc the loſſe of it,neither 
doe they cntertaine any ſuch opinion of the goodnelle of it, 
'as to into an examination thereof, ro ſee whether it 
bein that rreaſwre, which is ble to make their ſoules 
rich vnto ercrnall life. For,if they were once come fo farre as 
"to be in feare to looſe to be in any doubt and ica- 
tfoulic ofthcir owne  orto intend mm Ir 
"ning ofcuery x y ound 
bees Nt edOcharotich is heard, be more 
he emcee Konery little word of comfort be made much 
| of andheld av x{cwell of foe worth:wheras now cuery man 
thinking his owne ſoules eſtate fure & being with- 
out _ CIT _ vileid 
doethey make' 


Prakuble 


heGoſpe ——_ - AW BABA. 
. ff (aluation and eteriiall lite,which-is grounded onely 
os, + Teſus. If we doe not begin here, butatfordentertain- 
ment ro any thing rather then to this, ſuffering ignorance, 
and contemptof godlinctle to keepepotletfion in vs, valeile 
we ſooke that God ſhould worke a/miraciein faung vs, there 
is to ordinaric way left to bring vs vnto heaven. Thas much 
for the firſt argument of eſtceming the trea/wre of faluation ; 
he that hath found the otgayys 4 it, 

Thefecond argument of eſteeming and valuing this hea- 
nenlyrreaſfere,is Toy, It isa thing incident tocreafures, when 
they arc found,toworke ioy,and greatis theirreioycingthat 
can make themſclues the owners of them ; but farre greateris T be ſecond 
his toy,that findeth the rreaſare of aluation, © Lord(laith the Dettrine. 
Prophet) Lfr thow wp the light of thy countenance pon 111: and this Plal.4.6.7, 
ſhall make 1s to hane more toy of heart, then the mn of the world 
b ie, when therr wheate and their wine doth abound, W hen the 
Eunuch reading by himſelfe in the Bible, had by the great 
mercic and goodnalle of God, attained to the vnderſtanding 
of a notable place in E/as touching Chriſt, the hs me. 
he went on his way rezocing. In the beginning of the lame AR.8.z9. 
chapter it is ſaid, that when Philip the Apoltle cameinto-S@- 
maria, and preached Chrilt yntothem, there was great ioyju Verſe 8. 
that crtie. So it is ſaid of the layler,that he yevoxced, that be with ARt,16.34- 
all bis hon/chold beleewed wn God. | reioyeed (faith Damd) at thy Pial, 319» 
"words, as one that findeth great fpoyler : greatisthe ioy of them 16%. 
that finde ſpoyles; forſpoyles bring victorie, and vicoric 
makes the triumph: ſpoyle brings profit;and victorie brings 
pleaſure; both then muſt needes cauſe exceeding ioy. Danid: 
meaningthen was this, that what battell facdecrb did fight, 
what towneſocuerhe tris ioy was nothing (o great, as ., *:.'- 
it was by taking in the knowledge and vodetſtan- 
ding of Godsword. The fcriptureis very large inthe com- 


' mendation ofthis ioy.Ntis betrer rhe» life (faith Danid) Itisn Pld.63-3. 


peace which paſſeth all onderſtinias, faith Paul. It is ae) vn Phi47: 
fprakuble end glorious (aith Saint Peter. 1. Pery1.8. al 
other joyes it may be trucly faid, w——— 

H 3 


- —_ 


Of all 


Heſt.8, x 7. 


Cola,t4 


 theſoule,as Lic aiwcare ofthe calamticroſthe body we 
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ly fortherime, . but is out withthe turning of a hand , yea 88 

Salomonſaith,cucnin the ng of worldly men,t he hearts: ſor- 

rowfull, and the cnd of that mirth it heanineſſe : Prou.14 1z but 

the ioy of Gods children.in the things of God, is (ctlcd and 

pos 3. your $07 foal no man taks from you, (aith Chriſt. 
16.22. 

As rcioycing and gladncs of heart is athing common to 
all Gods children, whca the knowledge of Chrilt isxcucalcd, 
and is alſo. a farre more excellent joy, thea the fadingand de- 
ccitfull ioyes ofthe ſonnes of men ſa the reaſon and caulc of 


it is exprellcd. 
When as the "of the Iewes in the time of their capti- 
vitic liucd vadcr ofb, one Haman an encmic to God, 


&to them fortheirgeligios lake,moucd the King,& wrought 
himco makea bloodic againſt chem, for che rooting 
outofthewhole nation: herevpon (faith the text) the people 
were in great perplexitic z but afterwards, when as by : a « 
diation of Queehe Heer, the crucll ſentence was <d, 
and newesthereof ſent by poſtes into cuery quarter of the 
Countric,then we; 107 and 00 An yes lewes, afeaſt and a good 
- There was oncc a bloodic hand writing ſtood in force a- 
gataſt vs inthe high Court of heauenzthe tenor whereof was 
is; That (ceing we were vnable tocontinucin the things re- 
quired by the Lawof God,we ſhould becodencd cucrla(ti 
Iy : neither was there any creature tobe found cither in hez- 
uenorin carthable to alter ir, Gapappcite the diſpleaſure of 
God againſt vs. But now, by the mediatio of the Son of God 


Chriſt leſus, this bill is cancelled, be faitened ut 16 bis Croſſe 
AfaithS, Paw) ; andthe newes is the vcricſummeand 
ſubllanceofal our ing, ime this pcace,and to 


could not 
choolc 


- 
, 
} 
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' thooſe but ſhewe a greater meaſure of reioycing, When the 

Lord brought _ the captinutie of Zion({aith Danid) then was Pd, 126.2, 

our month fill 6c rs and our tongue with joy, See what 

joy was here afrer the treedome from an carthly bondage : 

what then muſt it be, to heare, but eſpecially to feelea/mans 

ſclfe ſet at libertie, from the tyrannic of the diucl, & brought 

into the glorious libertie of thefonnes of God ? We reade in 

the ſtorie of the Goſpell,thatas Chriſt was going our of [er5- 

cho, there was a poore blind man that was vericearneſt with 

him, to take pittic on him, and to heale him z within awhile 

our Sagioar having a little tried his patience, commaunded 

him to be called : forme camero him, and aid to him ; Be of 

good comfort,ariſe,he calleth theenhey were nor ſoforward 

to bring him this newes,bur he was as full of joy to receive itz 

He threw away h1s cloake(laith the text)-nd roſe, and came to him. Mark, 10. yo | 

I warrant you, it did cuen reuiuve his ſpirits to heare the ty- 

dings. Aftcr the ſame mannefr,when as a poore diſtreſſed ſin- 

ner, that feeleth the wofull blindnetle and darkenelile of bis 

owne ſoule, ſhall be tolde out of the word that Chriſt Icſus 

calleth him; nay, when as he ſhall eucn hearehimſclfe cal- 

ling, Come to me thou that art laden; 1 will refreſh thee: m2ſtit Matt. tt « 

not needes put ſpiririntohim, and evenenlive his heartro _ 

be partaker of ſo gracious acalling ? Yes verily ; all thatare 

the Lords find it, and knowitto be ſo : & they are as yet none 

of Gods,that hauc no feeling of this ioy. Thus mach forthe 

opening ofthis point,touching the joy of thoſe that find this 

treaſure, __ - _ nay ro ap ir, ore | 
As it was {aid of Navineh in her pride, t was 4revoncing Me 

Citze:(o may itbe ſaid of this ek arefoycing age,cuc- == pr mY .% 

rie man hath ſomething or other whercin he reioycerh. Pl... 
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Ecclef.11, mangioy, He lets bis heart cheare bins in the daies of bis youth, 
nd ' walker in the waies of his heart and. in the ſight of his eyes, There is © 
Prou-2.14- the profane mans nbnnentons apaſt ume to 
Prou10.23* binsre doe wickedly, There is the ioy of the ſcorners of religi- 
. on, whichrcioyce at the troubles and infirmitics of Gods 
Plal-z5-15, children, /n my adwerfitie they revoxced (ſaith Danid) jeathe very 
abietts aſſembled them/elues agamſt me. There is the adukerers 
Chap.24 15, i0y 19 eye waighteth for the twilight ({aith /ob ) he is glad of an 
opportunitic rocommit_filchinefle, There is the drunkards 
ioy, the praQtiſc of his ſcnluall beaſtlincile is ſo pleaſing to 
Iay.5.11t him, that he cannot ſlcepe for it : He r5ſeth early (faith the 


Prophet) ro follow, cand be can fit ewen till mght, 11h be 
| Prou,2017 be enflamed, There is the deceiucrs ioy, The bread of deceit i: 
ſweete in his month((aith Salemon. Thus 1 fay,in this ſccure age, 


Y mens mindes doe finde ſomething or other wherein to rc- 
Ter.15,16. iy ce: but now where arc they that can (ay with /eremie, © 
R Lord, thy word u« unto me the 103 andrev0)cing of my heart : that 
Pl;1-8.12. CTY and pray with Danid,O reſtore nto me the 109 of thy ſalnati- 
my bears within me to heare of thus 105 and gladyeſſe. This 
Pal. r06.5- kindeof joy is right] called the oy of Gods people. Andtherc, 
SY forcasthe people of God arcbuta ſmall portion a cpmpey 
'* ſong lotheir numbers but (mall, whoſe hearts arc pollciled 
with this ioy : no doubt-if enquire were made, many would 
be found to pretend that they are merric in God,thatthey re- 
ioycein Chriſt, and take comfort in his word : but yet, notto 
ſtand vpon many praticulars, there be two things which doe 
proue it to vs to be cleane contrarie. | 

 .. Firſt, our lender ioy in the exerciſes of reli ion, our ſmall 

delight in the holy dutics of the $abboth daic ; you hauc 
heard allcaged many teſtimonics touching Damd, reioy- 
avenge op and yt agayr 

4 4 are as many, reiaycing in ike duties 0 
Plal.a6.4. 'Gods fernice;® Link Ihane lonedbe habicationafrky benſe: {le 
Plat, 2.4 pon 2 Au wb with the oyces of ſings and 
praper : / revoxced when they [asd vnte me, we onto | 
Wt89 1 febe Land, Hethat ioyed inthe word, ioycdallo in the cxer- 

ciſes of the wards his Jouc to the one, could not chools 


= 
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| butbreede loueto the other. Siththen the common duties c 

the Sabbath day, arc ſuch a burthen vntovs, the hearing of 

the word doth euentrie vs out, and makevs ſo dull, that we 

ſhewe our (clues to haue no life in receiving it,but (even like 

trewantly (chollers) to be glad when the houre is come that 

| we may bediſmitlcd:ſecingwe hold that there is no comfort 

on the Sunday, valctle we may ſpend itmore or letle in our 

owne fooliſh pleaſures;zwe cannot be ſaid toioy inthis bidder 

treaſure, (ecing when the Sabboth cames, which is the mar- 

ket day of our ſouley, we preferreany bukncile, any idlc va- 

nitic, any old occalion before the meancs to gaine this ſpiri- = 

tuall commoditie. Till we call the Sebboth a dclight, to conſe- Ily. 58.13, 

crate it as gloriowrto the Lord, till the excrcifcs of the word and 

$acraments be precious vnto v3,and that we thinke the time 

comfortably ſpent, which is beſtowed cither in ficting vs to 

them,or in labouringtorecciue profit by them : Jet vs neuer 

{ open our mouthegtoſay, that the rreaſwre gf faluation is our 

ioy,and theknowitdge of God is a matter we delight in. 
Aſecond thing which proucth vsto be farre frem that joy 

mentioned in my text, is our eager following of vaineatid 

earthly plcaſures. This is a ſure rule, that the more a man 

\ taltesof heauely things, the le(le is hisidy iv Dry things: 

Feleth earthly 


and ſo bn the other lide, the more a man ca 


> 


things plcaſant,the letle ioy can he have in heavenly. When 
Caine had lot his title and intereſt vnto heaven, then he fell 
to building of Cities, andromake himlclfc aſcate on carth : Gen. 4. 
and when kc had loſt the harmonic of a good conſcienceghis 


| ll irooculiigne 


hearts not with cing, 1tis true, there 
| Way heatime far theſe baſct, things; neither 
was it vntruly ſaid ofthe 


for ſcauen ycares ſpent in building Gods houſe,ſpeyt emkeſts 


time,trebble the time in vaine joyes,thEthey either 
in cheir honeſt callings,or in the ſeruice of God;lt cannor be 
good, nay /«da hitmſelfe, if ti ſhould ſee it, would fay ; To 
what ende is this waſt? I muſt needes ſay of fuch mirth,as $4- 
lomon did, Thos art mad : and offuch ioy, What « *t that thow 
doeff? It is good for men tobe afraide of theſe lues in theſe 
caſes ; the Diuels rules neuer haue exception ; but Gods (er- 
uants muſt cuer learne reſtraint, and not goe fo farre as they 
may : he that avoideth not ſomething thac is not evill, muſt 
needes fall into cuill, In-riding, we will not ride ſo neere the 
edge of the ditch as a man may poſhbly ride and yet ſcape 3 
bur we will lJeaue a good deale betweene. It is no Chriſtian 
wiſcdome to goe as neere cuill as we can: Virecundea front bm- 
nia initiapecc als ; (inne isverie reaſonable 5tthe begitthing : 
but before men be aware, they may be ſoone drawne into ex- 
cefſe, It was nor ſimply a finne in Eſa» to goe a hunting t but 
yet the more he vied it, the more profane he waxed, and at 
laſt came to contemne his birth-right. So then, this is the il- 
ſuc of my ſpeech; our lender ioying inthe duties of the Sab- 
both, and our large rejoycing in the pleaſures of vanitic, 
ſhew,that though be in the world much carnall ioy, yet 
there is butlitclef; llioy. 

Indcede ſome haue ſeemed to take comfort in the beſt 


p/ _ _y - "9 ; | 
The third EoWES” ind tht is a confolttion; in thelt 


words, And for iey thereof deperteth : Or asit is properly out of 


the Greeke, He withdrew kimſelfe. Whena man hath found a hepeges. 


treaſure,and hath well examined it, & by examination found 
the worth of it z as he reioyceth in his owne good fortune (as 
we ſay)that contrarie to his expeRtation he ſhould light vpon 
ſo great a commoditic, ſo he goeth afide, and laieth all other 
buuneilc to aduiſe with himſclfc of his owne ſufficien- 
cic, what the ficld in which this treaſure is, may coſt him z 
whether if he ſhould lay out all his ſubſtance von the pur- 
chaſe of it, it might countcruaile his charge. This is the with- 
drawing ofa mans (clfe, or the going alide, which being vicd 
as2 preparatiue in carthly purchaſcs, is applicd to the many 


nerefſccking of this heauenly commoditic:ro lignifie vnto 7 he rhird 
vs, that a true Chriſtian, whoſe heart the Lord hath trucly Dofirme, 


touched, when he hearcs out of the word, what happinclic is 
preparcd for thuſe that helecue, what an exceeding gracious 
God the Lord is zas his heart is inwardly affced with the joy 
thereof, ſo that he gladly ſutfereth the holy doQtrine there f 
to enter in into his heart: ſo likewiſe he falleth into ancar- 
ne(},ſcrious, and deliberate conſultation with himſelfe, what 
it muſt cuſt him, if he will be rcligious indeed 5 how many 
vaine pleaſures he muſt forgoc, what diſgraces he muſt en- 
dure, what iniurics intheworld he mult put vp, whatcon- 


flits he muſt haue with Sathan,through how many affliftons AR,.uu, 


he muſt ence» into the Kingdome of God ; what temptations he 
fhall be atſauleed with,with ſometimes wealthto him, 
ſomerimes lotles to diſcourage him, ſometimes the applauſe 
ofchc worldtco putfc him vp, ſoanctimes reproaches to make 
him droupe z after this he engreth into himſclfe, to fee whe- 
ther be can find himfelfe content to put himſelfe toall this 
charge, for the gaining of this treaſurezand whether if he doe, 
he ſhall norlofc his coſt,but ſhal haue a berrer treaſure in licu 
of his expence. This prccontideration is that which is mcane 
here in this place; andit' is the ſame which our Sauigurcom- 


mends vnto vs intwo parabicszthe one of a Bualder:the other Luk, x4. 


of a King going ont 19 w7e. The wile Builder (its downe firſt 
(Gich he) and counts the colt, Tg: 


I 2 


_ performe jt: rhe provident Capraine firſt takes counſel, 
whether: he be ableto goc through with that ſeruice he vn» 
dertakes : ſo ſhould'curry man that wruldbercligious, grow 
ro a demurre, andtoan aduiſcd. quettioning with himſcife, 
touching the value of this offered treaſure ; whether he can 
find in his heartthus ro hazard aid aducnture all to obtaine 
it,” You ſhall reade of a fellow in L»ke, that was very haſticto 
render his ſeruice vnto Chriſt, / will follow thee Lord whither 
ever they goeſt+ our Saviour had his humour ſtraight, and law 
his drift,and whereat he aimcd; he imagined ſorme great out- 
ward reward, for being one of Chriſts rctinew ; or at leaſt 
thought vponno great hardſhipthat might follow it : there- 
vertys,  foreChriſt gauc himthis leffon 3 The Foxes hawe holes, and the 
1”  birder of the heanen have neſts, but the Son of man hath not where- 
ento lay bis head.1t is like he was foone full of it,and was wearie 
of his ſcruice before he began it. Therefore the Scripture 
Ry with Gay mo kpc isthecrowne, 
and here igthe Crofle : if we will raigne wich han, we muſt ſuffer 
apy: with br, Chriſt himſclſe (as a man) wentnot into city ou 
by ſuffering. Ifwewill be his Diſciples, we mult follow him 3 
we may not thinke to: finde a fairer way, then that through 
which he is gone before vs. 
Thevſe, The vic ofthis is, to fhew vsthe cauſewhy there arc ſofew 
| religious, Thereare tobefoundewofortsof people. The firſt 
Jooke onely on the charge, butncucrexaminethe worth of 
the commoditie : t when they find that there muſt 
beſo much adoe,ſo much hearing,praying,meditating, ſuch 
labouring for knowledge, fact ſtrai of life, ſuch 
watching ouer a mans owne heart ; they neucr goc further, 
come what will;chey will none of it : whereas if they did com- 


trea(! 
mms > Bav, iaviry but yet 
ought, of the things that doc accompanicit : ſome 


rethe ofthe thing, with the of getting it, and 
rpg. or know what Chriſt ſai So retione 
Mark.10.38 rudge atthe coſt, which is rewarded with fuch a commodi- 


| 


conceit perhaps they haue offome ſuch thing,but yet 
did neucr ſcriouſly conſult with themſclucs about it _ 
therefore after they haue made fome little entry into religi- 
on, and mcete with ſome incumbrances they were not ware 
of, orfor which they were not ſo well prouided, they fall 
backe, looſe their firſt louc, ſuffer their zeale todecay, and 
grow into an ytter.negleR of that treaſure,which they ſome- 
time ſcemed tocſtceme. Itis good for cuery man therefore 
that would be religious, and beginnes by hearing to haue 
ſome good likingto be bred in him,to withdraw himzſelfe,and 
to caſt vp his accounts, toſce what he muſt put himfelfe vn- 
to,if he will be a Chriſtian, leſt he doe after fall away, and doc 
thereby make himſclfe ſubicR toa greater iudgement, 


rv 


hed ſebeth al that be bath ond bryeth that field. 


TELH Earenowcometo the fourth argument 
AT? or teſtimonic of high cſteeming the 
, treaſure of ſaluation,the meanes of life E- 

-ternall,;vz : the refolution, to ſell af that « 

mor barb. To find out the meaning berof; 

bark: cond: 


_ 
Touchipg the former, it may at the firſt ſeeme to 


+—nxg be ſpoken of the wealth and riches of the world,or to inſinu-* 


ate ſome ſuch voluntariec ic z into which vynder a ſhew 
of holineile, and of forlahing the world, Monkes, and ſuch 
like,doc caſt thern(clues:but indeed there 18 no ſuch meaning 
in the words. For firft the things which appertainc to the 
of God,cannot be purchaſed by money: Second- 

ly, be many pegs in the world that ſhall be (a- 
ved ; that yet hauc li to part with, to obtainc hea- 
uen by. Thirdly, the riches of the world arc not our owne, 
neither there can they properly be ſo call:d, for they arc bur 
lenevatovs, andthe Lord doth gine themy/and take them at 
his pleaſure. The like may beſaid of health, beauric, fauour, 

reputation andcredit in the world; whichthough many men 

by the goodnes of God doe enivy, yet they cannot be called 

theirs : fotharwe mult enquitc out ſomerhing which may 

eruely and properly betearmed a mans owne ; and thatis no 

other thing but onely fine : which.as it comes ro cucry man 
by inheritance,(ſo thatth he be borne with a naked bo- 

dic; yet his ſoule isfull of it) ſo likewiſe there is nothing dea- 

-KT or of greater price vnfg a naturall man thenir, nothing 
that he is lother and more vnwilling to forgoe z and thus is 

that which is meant by the ſpirit of God in this place. Now to 
ſell this, is (as the nature of ſelling —_—— 


withtheright, and title, and intereſt chata man hath vntoit, 
the ſecret and inward louc to it, and the outward and com- 
mon pratiſeofir. Thus much bricfly and plaincly toopen 
the meaning of this clauſe you ſce that by thar «man hath, is 
meant ſome z and by ſefing «,the renouncing and diſclaiming 
of linne. Let vs come now to the more particularexaminati- 
en,for our inſhuRion, 

There beſundric zariling out of this clauſc,as in the 


further ſcanning of it (God willing) ſhall appeare. The firſt 7he 


which is the ground ofallthe reſt, isthis , That in all thoſe 4 
which chinke and hope to be ſauca, there muſt be a diſclat- 
ming,a renouncing,an verer torſaking of thoſe finnes, which 
heretofore in the daies of their ignorance and childhood,and 
vanitie they delighted in. This tsthe very ſubſtance of ſe/ling 
that which a man hath, here ſpoken of, A man cannotkeepe 
fill his auncient poſſeſſion in (inne, and in the lufts and 
waies of his uwne heart,and yet get heauentoo, Ir is goodto 
ſearch for this rich rrea/we, into the very heartand bowells of 
the ſcripture z ir is good when a man hath foundit, to hed it, 
indto laic it vp in the ſtore-houſe of a mans memorie zit is 
to be glad of 1,anpd to reiojee in itzit ts to grow1nto 
—_ go a mans fclte, what is mo done for the 
obtaining it ; all theſ< rhings ig themlelues are good + but 
they are all in. vainc, except a man doe toyne ynto them 
this ſame /el/ing of his old and accuſtomed ſinneg,and the en» 
tring intoa new courſe of holincetſe. To manifeſt this point, * 
we may conliderthe examples of ſome whoſe contents 
is recorded inthe ſcripture, in whom there is noted a plairic 
forlaking of former cuils, and an vtter diſliking andabhot- 
ring of the things which before they rooke pleaſure if. 
Thoſe lewes of whom 3000. were conuerted at one Sermon 


of S. Peters, indeed atthe firſtthey were hardned and ſenſe- AR.2.45. 


leiſe, they reproached the Apoltles, and calledthem driin- 
kards, they ſcoffed at the word, and carcd not forthe heating 
of it : bur we doe not finde they continucd ſoafterwards, but 
the contrarie rather; their hearts were pricked, they henored 
the Apoſtles as Gods Miniſters, they — 


theircares were open to heare, and their hearts preparedto 
learne any thing. So Pax/ once breathed ont threatungs and 
ſlaughter againff the Diſciples of the Lord, once hewas a e= 


1.Tim.r.1 ; #97.and an oppreſſer ; but was he ſucha one till after God had 
Gal.1.zz, Called him? no: nay hepreached that ſame faith, which before he 


&lacrificed his lifc for the religion which he ſome- 
timesperſecuted. Thoſe of Epheſis betore they had the truc 
and ſound knowledge of religion, vied curious as, and were 
giuen to witchcraft, and ſorcerie : but after their hearts were 
touched, there was a change, they came andconfeſſed (ſaith the 


A8.r9.19. text) and foewedrheir worker and burnt their books! before all men, 
Iec.z1.19, {heard Epbriam(Gaith leremuir ngand/aningySmrely afier 


that mos ry 1 ſmote vpon my thigh, 1 was a ſhamed and 
confounded, oe I did beare ther of my youth, Behold 
here, in ſteede ofa delight in former (innes, a bluſhing at the 
very remembranceof them. Pas! writing to the Corinthians, 


andmaking mentionof ſundrie kindes of cuill doersyfornica- 
tay, ldelaters,adulterers,wantons conrtous drunkaras, rayleri,ex- 


Gore atkng a ag >. wa owns: 
5 were forginen ber, ormer v 

life fichde aur tar vers ure in token thercof,ſhe made 
hereyes which had allured others to vncleannelle, as veilells 
of water, in which to waſh the feete of Chriſt; and the haire of 
' herhcad, which nodoubt had bene platted and laid abroad 
On wm ER A TY tw TTY 

jc of exam towhi , itap- 

| thereis aſclling & a forſaking of former linnes, 
a dillikingthem,a growing weary of them,in all chat are truc- 
ly converted vnto God. Amanthatliyeth io priſon, and is 


greedines vpon ſcraps, andparings, and therefuſcof other 
mens tables, and thinks himſelfe very well, if he may fill his 
belly therewith: but when he isſct at libertic, andcommeth 
among his wealthic friends where he finds varicticand plen- 
tic,after he hath once taſted of it, he knoweth nothowto fall 
to hisold dict againe z but wonders rather with himſclte how 
he could finde any ſauour in thoſe courſe and homelyles- 
uings: after the ame manner, a man being held ws 
Sathan at his pleafure, taketh great contentment and delighe 
in the practiſes of vile and filthy ſfinnes, and he thinks him- 
ſcife happic the may cucn fill himſelfe therewithzbut begin- 
ing onceto be (ctatlibertic by the power of God,and tafti 
of the ſweete priuiledges of a Chriſtian,he CYCNtO a 
loathing of his former iniquitics, and doth maruaile how it 
Was lc for him torcioyce, and pleaſe himſelfe in ſuch 
andabhominablc courſcs. Thus may youſcetherruth 
of this firſt point touching the relinquiſhingthe intereſt and 
eflion ot olde ſinnes, for the obtaining of this cfernallin« 
itance.Let vs make vicof it. 


If we doe thinke that there is a God in heauen true of his 7he 


word, and iuſt and vprightin all his courſes, & that thisverſe 
which we hauc in hand, isa part 
we ſhall be i at the laſt day, if we be notableto denie 
mr lane which i oxrs, is meant the ing and 
wore Fbordgachers aorermriars cn 


as vnto vs, 28any mans land or inheritance is va« | 


to him, how then (if we will deale av we fcriouſly and 
faithfully with our owne ſoules) how then I fay can we with 
any colour or ſhew of likely-hood, or of reaſon, 


make our [clucs belecue that we are trucly tarney vnto God, . - 


and that weare well oaward inthe way thatieadeth 
me Pure ns wot pe i W andthe n 
ſcei looke what ſipfull courſes heretofore we 


It is true now which creme the 
times, lherkened (faith he) and beard: 
whatreformation 


of that holy truth by which 


delightcd in, in thefame w: onand contingaeto this days 
TEETER, 


vſe. 


6.4 . 


the people, and full ty 
—_ people, - - 


po * \ 


gladhe would hanc bene to haue ſcene ſome fruits of amend- 
wr opbo pom Ma ere thicike we did he find them ? none 
(Gith whe aright,no Man reported kim of his wichednes, ſay- 
cnqurns, ay FL wk was no deliſting from 7 nn. 4 
ſes, no breakingofi of old finnes z but what then ? exery mar 
aacraes to bis race,au the borſe ruſheth into the battar/e;, there was as 
boldnecile and reſolution inna netlc,as was wont to 
1r is the veric cruc rtion of our times : no manen- 
ereth- into examination of bimſcife, no man ſaicth to his 
owne foulc,##hat baxe [done ? how is it with me? how can my 
courſe be iultificdwhich I have held hitherto 2 how ſhall I an- 
wate God arthe day ofreckoningtamlT ina good way where- 
inhmay be bold togoc on ?orhaucl bene hitherto miſled,& 
is irnow time for me to returne ? Where is the man that thus 
communeth with himſclt?Eucry manholds on in his wonted 
faſhiomy vaine pleaſures, greedic and violent catchings after 
thethings of chis world (without any charitable reſpe& had 
zoothers) metcileſnes, crucitie, want of compaſſion to the 
| 4/2 00+) entautory > po armaegre, morn tarde 
go : ice dfeelinion; ed 
Sacraments, no-conſcicnce of the holywieof the Sabboth,. 
no care taworſhip God in our families : theſe and the like 
were our finnes.in times paſt,and the very ſame be our ſinnes: 
wthis day. Iftherebe any chaunge;itis rather in the ſhames» 
© 1749 wok , —_ euill, then in the dy« 
&decayingot iniquitic. And that | may ſpeake to cucry- 
TY TR 09 Aer ey wer rs Arte 
anecuillthere is, whatone « y-courſe which we were: 
Ometimes giucn vnto, arid now (fince it pleaſed God to re< 


ly _— we haue forconſti- 
ge roJor 


ſee butewe Zerbaw that had hyectofore bevean extc jone 
\"ſhrlnes bye urn forwrongn dove nowtobreks 


to grone for the griefe of his fat, and to giue publique teſti- 
monie of his repentance:but one Kebab that hath bene a har- 
lotto manifeſt the truth of her conuerſion: but one Salomon, 
- rar given himſclfe ouer to take pleaſure in 
things,now to cry out,Yamtic of vaxirierg] hauc ſaid of langh- * cde.s.s, 
ter, thou art mad : but one Maneſſe that hath bene an Idolater, 
rag wx e prog you Tn anc 
Lord : but one youth t is 
with ryotous living, nowat laftto come to himſcife, with 
Lord [ haxe founed Shim ainf} thee, aud axe my woure Luk.r4.r%- 
warty edeeerly ſe Butone wry a pn 
hauc a hcart opencd toattend: butong Corin- 

- ws ary vo TAI arailer, a 
now tobe waſhed and ſanRtificd by the Spirit of our God: 1 
lay, how & cofortable were TS "> 
—_ I —_— reg epain 
the very Angels in as 
it: yoo mny v7 ry oy 1 RE 
and (as the Prophet 4 men : 5.90 ara ng. | 
her nes Chet Letts CREST 
the things that belong onto their peacezwhat 

with Daz ch in fir ee LR for th ol 
How long O rue, —_— | 
Hemi 0 Ln, in rm tended 
tool i mapa peaeotiunitelifcetemall > 

ofthy olde g of & 

: creatare,that will come 


”  ſaluationjisnocxchangeofone finneforanother but afilet 
Euk 14.3, forthiscanſciris, that cance (without which we foal al 
periſh, as Chriſt faith) is ta be a turningfrom-{inne 

Ter.4.1, Vato God. 0 /fracl, sf thonretwne wato me farth the Lord; and 

Hol.7,16, fordefault hereof the people ate blamed, They return (faith 

the Prophet) but not to the moſt high. If « man ſhould turne ; 
fromone linne toanocher;as for cxamplr,leauc prodigaticie, | 
and fallto couctoufneſlc, this were no repentance. There« 

forc I. lay, Chriſt mentioncth here aplaine and dire and 
fiwpleſalcof amans (innes,and netan exchange. 

Theyſe. Itisapointworththenotning ; for many of vsthar proteile 

religion now adaics,lhall be found rather tohawe changed a- 
way ſome of our olde finnes, thentrucly to hauc (old; and . 
© | imply to hauc forſakenthem. As for example,ifwe conlider 
theireftate which lived in the daies of poperic and blindnes, 
we: ſhall fee how they hauc exchanged thole (innes which | 
therhey weregiuen roo. Then they had the Pope in eſtima- 
tion,and thereligionof Antichriſt ; now, having left them, 
theyare become contemners and defpiſers ofthe Golpecll: 
then they wercafraid of the fained paines of a ſuppoſed Pur- 
gaioric 3 riow the torments of hc] (then the which nothing 
aremore certaine) cannot fcare them :chen they praied in ans 
.» 1. vaknowne vndcrſtanding whatthey did (ay;now. 
; 1,1 they carenotto pray in a knowne language, though they 
| may calily tearne what they deliver : then there were many 
>. : +1 ; 11 Sacraments,. which indeede were no Sacraments, and they | 

F.7a weremuchaccounted ofynuw there are but two,and che ſame 

| »:.> --” which Chriſt oncly.didordainc, yer arc they noteſteemed : 

I then men. oblerued many ſuperſtitious holy daics z nowthe 

Saboth of the Lord is-not c d : then they gaue- wore 

| then they needed tothe maintenance of a ſort of lies, 

|.» >: Whoſeſeruiceto Gods Church wa voprofitable 
ory rent eotrerHegadonpipinnyrns 
oc on 

| _ ny.z wearie ſtep; now they are [lothfull ro-goe amile or two- 
23> -  - toferueGod, Inaword, then men werealtogether ſuperſtiti- 
rs + ear 
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morethen the Lord required; now it iszburthento: 
docthe one haifcofchac they oughtto doc:Here is akind of 
altcrationyyet irisnotſucha ſclling as is here mentioned;bur 
a plaine exchange : falſe worſhip turned into: a:contempt of 
true worſhip:a delight in falſhood,turned intozhatred of the 
truth ; 2 multitude of many ceremonies in the Church, chan- 
ged imo arude ang vnciuitl-kind-of bthauiour: mens cafc 
was then miſerable, yerirmight ſceme pardonable, becauſe 
theywereno better taught ; but now iris damnable, becauſe 
they haue ſo many meanecs of inſtruction. So alſo tocome 
neerer '; forme among(t vs through a kind of importunitic, 
haveleferheir negligent comming to Church:butwhat hauc 
they changed irinea,buta ditſolute, carcleiic,llcepieand vn- 
reuerent carriage when they are here ? ſorge hayghotbake 
their Sunday (ports, butthey will be ſure to'rak Moy . 
on other daies: they ſeeme tofay as the drax 
morrew ſhall be as to day, and much more dbat 
(iemay be) heretofore cared nottor | 
ny other booke, now becauſe of :thiiFreading, | 
ring, and thinke they have no meetle of inffrige 
miſerable exc s, butthisisnot the/; 
macaneth herein this place. And thexth 


this lefſon,that it is not enough by chat a aff "þ 
Sic mY | g :/ ee Fig FR. 


pes be brought from ſome euil 
ba1 as they were:but we muſt reſolue vpot) a fimple&plaine 


accuſtomed, and withall-co 


forſaking ; intendingas we forbearc one {mne; [olikewiſe to - - 
ſet our (clues againſt all. This is the ſecond point.-2 ['z 15! 251 
The third point is, that the ſale here required, isan vni- 
uerſall (ale; He ſellerh (faith my text) allthat kebath | 
peece of this ſinfull poſſeſſion, bur cucric even 
the very whole and entire inheritance, Thispoi 


The third 


not long ſince, in the epening oftharcext, Marth. ; wherdl Dotirine..- 
ſhewed, thatthatis good Fait, which-proceedcgout ofaiognr .: 1.3 1.1 
reſpe& vntoall Gods Comunudetwents: if muftnoebegries | 
wajc+when one 


K 3 account: - 


heardic before,we heeded itnot as we oughtto hauc done,or 
TI , orclſc did not fo carefully (ct 
our {clues to the praftiſe of it:ſo that now the Lord doth a+ 


mts redo up iewere better hold pon it, and 
to looke better to the performance of it, | 
Wellchen forthe poinrit (clfe,thus itariſcth from this place, 


religion, and that which 
x & nh 77 ine ! 
polleiſed by vs ei- 
| 3 nmr, pen penny or clſcin _— 
and outward praftiſe. In the heart it is harboured, loucd, de- 


lighted i vpon, cared for:In the life it is exerciſed, 
endbyaken recciueth hrnghand increaſe,and is 
| yntoa kind of ripeneſle and perfeRion, F 


by 
The fuer 
2-Cor.7.1. wwe rw er _n i her 

poltle all fulthwmeſſe, of the pirs : 

all, we muſt to let goc the hold that the hath in 
it : forall godlineſſcis but afancie, vneillthe heart berefor- 
med, the branches and of atree be cut, yet 
folotg as the roote licthfaſt in the carth, there will alwaics 


we have cither of theſe waics into ſinne, 
ſelues (faith the A- 


ked him afreſh a8 they were wontto doc. ai ner ar T4 
world, the diuell, dwelleth in eucry one of vs by nature 


Gedtepearod dion is ion:til by the weaku 
ofthe liane, Sathan begi to bediſeineed, the S$piritof God 
can have no dwellingin vs, You will ay perhaps vnto me, 

how is it poſſible to caſt our all corruption out of our hearts, 

ſceingthe Scriptureſaith 4 No man ca/ap,. my heart iecleane;; Pround.g6 
And that as as we doe live here in the world; we (hall 

hauc cauſe to ledge with Saint Paxl, that w owr fleſ@ Romyguus:: 
dwelleth ne goedneſſe ? 1 an{were, that though ic be true, thatas 
long aswe abide in this world, corruption and inn will find, 
a place within vs, yetthe intereſt and thatwe have 
into it, is ſolde and diſclaimed by doing two things *the firſt 
is by, mourning forit,and daily be wailing it ; the pther by la- 
bouring to growe continually into 4 deeper deteſtation of 


| RC 4459 J 
Touching the former, we hauc the charge ofthe Spirit of _ ... +» 
Godb $aine mma. wr deoer eg a : there isthe ©9443 

very thing we haue now in hand : but how ſhall they purge 

_ hcarte?lt Rn gens Lang +: Weepe,. 

watswr yr _ aa ocral 
we. This iathatwhichthe Scripture caller (onccims the 
pkg. fans | ho wnpmde aan > ng 
earncitnel this lorrow, t Zac comparcth 4-4 A 
it to. 6-408 mourning fe be evndr/hnve, ME en Jack int. . 

and tothat ſolemnc and publike lamentation-whichwas for, 

mourned , all wen rging wouren magy- 2.Cos, 35-255 

ed, We reade yr ger) pl yang ſorro ) 


LI 16.7.5 


Rom.7. 34- 
3.Cxr 7.1 


w- ————— i PARED Hons by ferroning 


thatthey were growne 
withthemſclucs that they ſhould (o 


W » 


thirfar his reares, The more a man encreaſcth in this bewai- 
ling, andpriuic bemoning of the hidden corruption of his 
war the better he proceeded in this ſame /eling 
of ſinne. The way toſell nne or fee hear, isro itiucto 
grow into a deteftation and loathing of it, Was not David 
thinkewe weatic of his ſinnes, when he (4id, they were /zhe 4 
 waightce burden,too beante for bim to beare, and were liketo rot« 
ten & feſtered wounds ?Did not Pa»/cucn abborre his owne 
iod, when he cried out, O wretched max that 1 ams, who 
ofthe repenance ofthe Connthas, avon one 
repentance among 
farth,names 


[ndignation : what i 
tion (faith be hath it wrou 


t?What mcaneth he by this /»- 
<bgnation ? ſurcly nothing but a kinde of diſcontentedneſle 
into, c 


as it were, and vexing 
er 6 

pture ſpeaketh of, 
&Godand 

n all, butcſpe- 


eencſing eon;,which theſcri 
a hatred which is in vs 


_ is rurncd into a hatredof ſfinne 
OED 


and -inte- 


On 2 TIN RT ATTIRE 


* Therextrelh and hol thatwehauc of finne, is inour 
pratiſe,andthis muſt boſold and forſaken alſo. For, 


| EE hn hordes wicket par 


x 


- 


ic th 
1-27, Fonmerſution 


hypocriſie pretend(as the 
en whireanke 
DE Ter ren g 
Jhine before men : [et your 
roy NE ns Goſpel! : let thens that be- 
EIT Moy 
outward be wnigerſall; of all 


wy þ 1s ba tek 
yin | hk: 


of ras« 


—— = 
- 
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- ture, that truc turning vnto God, and the aduiſed and willing 


-. there was leftacertaine leuen behinde, a ſecret 


| lighes? where be our teares Mn Ongree pert c==4 


= v o . 


bat : "fie within Ik theleaſtprece beki the blet. 
fing i ſclfe can never mg; erin Scrip- 


remaining inthe praQtiſc of any onecuill, which is diſcouc- 
redto a mans eiencs by het of Gods word to Ve a 
lnne, cannor ſtand together. It is (as as we would thinke) but a 

ww As war FO ae wiz.: che ſinne ofthe Ian. 
tongue z and yet if profeſſe religion,and 

uct nh phe ue all his religion is Ge alies 4 

- 7 Ate indcede,if a man refraine 

_ anddo it therefore bereaſe ir is a lnac; an 
offence againſt God,and a breach of his willthe ſame reaſon 
muſt needes draw him to refraineochers allo, it being the ge- 
nerall natureof cucry finneto be diſpleaſing vnto God. He- M 
I Ee IE 


many good inhim, k 
bryſt lowed £ predates itcame Mark, zo.a1 


a henrthpar ay memyer een rum 
no doubt, Iudes had many good things in him, otherwiſe 
Chriſt would never haue choſen him to be mw 9-40/ a9 
on 
beaſt oucin the ende,and diſcovered his h So then, 
as all inward muſt be ſorrowed for, and laboured 
againſt; ſo all ourward knowne iniquitie mult 
andno manifeſt cuill willingly continued in. He that keepes 
ſinnein part, ſhalt loſe om To loath ſomekinne, 
and to Jouc and [ive in is but halting : and with 
Goditivno ſafe difſembli "He char gol ded ml 
needes be out of loue with the whole courſe of 
This is the doQtrine. Letvs make vſcofit our 
Walon bor let irbe a motiue tovs to gage the very: 


mn chaſing nd orthingor re hag rt 


the 
kann, northern 
den corruption of our hearts ? where be our groancs arid 
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-” 

v 
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wn Tey.Jf > 
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kettle ary tag and paltidie that is ins 
againt-God + where is Qur loathing and deteſtation of aur * 
owne ſecret enormities, and of; thoſe inordinate and re- 
- bellious lofts; which-arc till fighting againſt the foule? 
arc aur Yowes with our (clues, to fet.our ſclucs a- 
jd gainft linne, atdro giue vp our whole ſþorves, faxeler, and bodker, 
$3. to pleaſe him in all things? Are theſe Rrange queſtions vnto 
| \vs,. or doe wenot knowve out of our owne experience, what 
- theſe things meanc ? arc the luſts of the fleſh {1 pleaſing VD- 
it-neuer-greeve vs at the heants that the maieſſic of 
hath beepe offended by v#?diii the contideration of our 
Fama: tp erptens eng yet make vs to mourue ſecretly? 
of tocric vnto the Lord to weaken in vsthe power of iniqui= } 
534.01! t8fqrdid weneuet yetthioke with our ſelues, how happie we 
ſhould be, if-cheLerd would giue vs the vidorie ouer:our 
- . ©wDe vnlirideled affections 2 If this be our caſe, we hawirnot 

9 ITE -yerſalde our fines, we polletle chem, and they polſetſe vs, 

42 weratineuer (ifweſocontinue) come to the fruition ofelis | 


bo + wvkofthisdodviaeywe. mult be 

8 "Hg awuningwith eurſclues, toſce topo Aerrewrvpe have ecompreveal 

by teforming over hearts, and revauncing the ſecret harbows 
wy" —_— ſecond uGcouckiogadtrardreftrmation:one | 


phone ſieweth how loth we are to © 
inrhipcile as dumvardidewheninche be» | 
El Vetowripetle es domaulortraindths | 
ximesyy many (olde their lavds, and broaght the price and 
laideitinatthe Apolitces forte tobe diſtributed by them,as | 
uery one had necde 2. gong ces Foote bs 
courſe a8 any other . 

" | bro n henna iteuſti yarn ofGo, 

_ yer diſteuſtin | 
_ | earn gtocning noe ſhould nn 


==} 
Bur Kurihe ntl he bend arp orb lb 


| thn ontiroe ni koh gra mayo - Y 
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vs. Some would ſceme to be as forward in the reformation 
and amendment of their lives as any other ; but yetthere is 
ſomething or —_ ſtill behind,cither for heirworkdly Pro- 
fir,or vaine delight, or ſuppoſcd credire : there is ſome one c» 
uill courſe which they themſclucs (their conſciences 8 
well ſifred) knowe to be naught, which yerthey conti 
whoſocuer thou art that finde(t this ro be thy caſe, 1 muſt hy 
tothee as Peter (aid to Ananias ; Why doeft then thus let Sathan 

fill thy heart ? then haſt not lied vnto man, but unto God, And he 
| vengeance oucrtooke Anearias, will not letthy hypo» 
crilic eſcape away vnpuniſhed, 

Therefore let vs be mindfull of this point,cither torcſolue 
| vponathrough-reformation,or norcformation. Nowthatis 
called a through-reformation, which is vadertaken with a 
x gwoþor not CER Eg practiſcof any one 


Andrhis bebe thirdrhing noted out of this ſale. 

There is yetafourth thin g behind,andthat is this,vsz:that 
this ale is noe for aſcaſon,bet perpetuall and for eucr , forſo 
it is implied here, in the perable z le The manthat hath found 
this pearle, ;forioy ofit aller ot TAI 
money by ast a purpoſe in tobuy: 
the amethingagaine which he had ncloldeur or 

is ſtocke vponthat field, in which thistreafure 
rg 


So that by the 16 of the Parable itis in,chtthis Thefrh 
is, this ph is [cauingot ſins,is not for dotfrine, = 

atime, fora fit only,and then to returne backe toamanvold | 

faſhion, but it is finall, without cucr embracing that cuilla- 

gaine, which a man hath once diſclaimed. This isw point « of 


= 
gory «ſpecial Ae, | 
NG ofher - 23 WS 
wr) 119 a you Aon had comman "9: If 


ded them notto looke behindethem , ſhe 
ofthe 


» Ah 


Pe F-95< 4 Og thence + hereupon the ſtorie faith, * 
a. handof God was ypon her,and ſhe was turned Te, we 
Gen.19.26. lar of alt : now remember her (faith Chriſt) take heede of her 
ſinne, if you feare her puniſhment. Beware of lJopging aftcr 
finnes which we hauc begun in ſome mealureto re- 
me likethe {Fa:/irer, that lulted after the fleſb-pots of Em 
p#, and prized nottheirdeliucric from bondage as it did de- 
ervc : our Sauiour ſaith z That if Sathan, having begunto be 
calt out ofa man by ſome degrees of retormation,haue leaue 
» and liberticto returne againe, (he brings with him feucndi- 
-Ink.tr.44. uclsworſe'then himfelfe, and wakes that mens ende worſe then 
_— the beginning. It 1s better for men (faith $, Peter) newer ts bane 
ETROT'S, hnowne the way of righteonſner, and to bane eſcaped the filthunes of 
| Hcb.645 6 the world, if after againe they be int aig led therein, If a ran haxe 
= once bene enlightened,and then fall awd), 1s wnpoſſible tobe renued 
a fearcfullfaying. Let vs all make this vic of it, 
Thewſe. Totake good heedetoour (clucs of going backe from 
4 purpoſes, and good motions, if we hauc hadary, and 
SIA isa daungerous thing to continuc in any 
courſe without remourſe z but, to hauc ſt a ſtepor 
© twoforwardina good way,and then to flic backeis infinitely 
more dangerous : for it isa hard matter to returne againe to 
amendment. There is no ſickoetſe more daungerous then a 
| dno Rare of thc ſoule more fearctull, then his that 
un well, and now (tarts aſide, like a broken bowe, to 
hisolde wont. There be that hauc giuen ſome Hopes,& haue 
" madeſome offers as it were ta come out of Sedower, and this: 
and chat good courſe they have begun, butit is much ro te 
doubted itwas buta fits their righteouſnesis (as the Prophet 
ſpeaketh) be « morning clonde, that withone blaſt is ſoone 
vaniſhed ;or adcaw, whichthe heate of the Sunnedrierh vp 
- very . Others1 hauc ſecnc and heard, who whenthey 
haue ber e, and theirconſcicnce hath bene waked, and 
death hath bene looked for, haue ſeemed very penſiue and 
9209 2773 177 yes iſed(ifthe Lord: 
nn poenmnagie 
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” 'butwhereistheiramendment t They ate fallenbacke;like, % 
the dogge to his vert and [rhe the ſawe 191he me; Avotull calc,/ :,Peaas, 
Thou whoſe conſciencetelleth thee,that this ischy cole, that, 
thou didſt, when the Crolle was vpon thee, {ell away thy 
lianes, but now thou haſt bought themagaine.) 
; what D awid laid z When than haſt vowed aver 16 God,deforve mor: Pſal.6y, Ins 
| to payit. And Salomon ſaithyIt is better thatthou ſhouldeſt not Ecde.5.4. 
vow, then that thom ſhouldeft vow, and not pay 41. It is nO SOS: 
with Godz:tp renounce line fora fitzto let it goe fora ſeaſon, 
and thentofallto it againe, is but mockeric. Thasis a repent: 
tancethat God delights not' in. ci 12 A3..aty i 
One word morc pioges laſt nalats ja Fl 4, 
ſhovof alle He bayeth that field faith my rext. This ackerhing 
to which = games tended, We know we, is toll 
viz: to make a amp ee Dee Rg reeto 
for his vic, and hunks may take comfunt of enioying it; ſo, 
to by this ſpirituall rreaſwre, js to cndeuour by all meancsto'7he 
become the owners of it, to feele and know it tobe ours z not defirive,. 
onely to polletſe the knowledge of it in the mindegburtoen-- 
| joy the ſweetnes & comfortef it anthe heart. Thisisthe true 
{ra religion z not onely to knowe there isa Saviour, 
oknow him to be my Saviour z not fimplythat there is: 
etcrnall life;but that eternall life is ordained for meznot bare- 
ly that my linnes arc pardonable , but that they are pardo- 
ned. 
The former knowledge is neceſſarie,butyerthe treaſure is 


not bought,cill this latter be attained; A man may ſee a pi "I 

of land and like it, and knowe the worth ofir, and be willing. A 

to giuethe price z butyetthe matteris notatan ende tillthe Rex 

writings be made, and the ſcales ipterchangeably ſet too, and Hy 
the thing ſolemnely pafſet} overto hini thaedel:res it. So this 


is the full period and full ſhutting yp 6fehis 

| chaſe, RE EN I Ions 

be an caruefs pounie, and & that it ſhall cerraincly be 

| ours, and the afſurance is ſcaled vp ſecretly to 

| ſoules, And the making v afſurance, is that 

eucry Chriſtian muſt daily labour in, and cate 
bz, 
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The | 
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#3 of God for that purpoſe t as;/often © 

mp the promiſe may be apphied ; diligent and 
to _ Lords ble which is ow: | 

carneſt , that ſo by often com. 

himſclfers have daily more 

- and mor _ > hisloue, This is the of the 

two things,the ſelling away of alla mans ,by 

with-inwardcorruption, and labouring againſt out- 

bod theſeckingtoindChrii 1b mans owns, 

ſaywichthe comfort rb mer ms 

the Pore i th Cann, [wary bene; 
ewothings May will eCtritans 
ad ontete roi ſoy he have 
any true comfort in his owneſoule,that 


dp locaralins. 


"THE SPIRITVALL ] 
Sonne-ſhip: Þ 
AS 


Je hath beene collected out of 
1. John 31. and delinered in 


two Sermons? hs 


By Savynt, HruRoOW. | 


